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High  court  bans 
abortion  advice 


The  Supreme  Court  rules  that  federally  funded  clinics 
can  be  barred  from  offering  abortion  as  an  option; 
outraged  activists  say  the  decision  discriminates 
against  poor  women  and  violates  free  speech 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

WASHINGTON — In  a  devastating  blow  to 
reproductive  rights,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled 
May  23  that  the  government  may  forbid 
employees  of  federally  funded  family 
planning  clinics  from  offering  abortion  as  an 
option  to  their  clients.  In  a  broadly  worded 
decision,  the  court  upheld  a  federal  funding 
regulation  that  prohibits  clinics  from  any 
discussion  of  abortion  with  clients,  even  if 
continued  pregnancy  poses  a  dangerous 
health  risk. 

Bush  appointee  Justice  David  Souter 
provided  the  swing  vote  in  the  5-4  decision. 
Souter’s  position  regarding  abortion 
remained  unclear  during  his  confirmation 
hearings  last  fall.  Pro-choice  advocates  view 
Souter’s  vote  as  an  unwelcome  sign  of  how 
the  conservative  court  will  vote  in  future 
abortion  decisions. 

“This  vote  is  shocking,”  said  JoAnn  Endo, 
public  information  coordinator  for  Planned 
Parenthood  Massachusetts.  “It  infringes  on 
free  speech  rights,  abortion  rights,  and 
medical  ethics,”  Endo  told  GCN.  “The  fact 
that  the  majority  of  the  court  did  not  see  it 
that  way  is  truly  chilling.  It  does  not  bode 
well  for  future  rights  cases,”  she  said. 

Millions  affected 

The  court's  ruling  affirms  a  1988  statute 
that  requires  federally  funded  clinics  to 
promote  prenatal  care  and  prohibits  them 
from  referring  clients  to  abortion  providers.  If 
a  woman  specifically  questions  a  clinic 
physician  about  an  abortion,  the  law  requires 
that  the  clinic  respond:  “The  project  does  not 
consider  abortion  an  appropriate  method  of 
family  planning  and  therefore  does  not 
counsel  or  refer  for  abortion.” 

The  ruling  will  affect  the  more  than  4,500 
clinics  around  the  country  that  receive  federal 
funding.  According  to  family  planning 
advocates,  these  clinics  provide  medical  care 
to  nearly  four  million  women,  most  of  whom 
are  low  income.  Abortion  rights  activists 
argue  that  the  court’s  decision  discriminates 
against  poor  women  by  forcing  clinics  to 
provide  incomplete  medical  advice. 

“The  federal  government  has  clearly 
established  its  definitions  about  just  who  can 
get  what  kind  of  medical  information,”  said 
Planned  Parenthood’s  Endo.  “[The  Supreme 
Court]  is  saying  that  if  a  person  can  pay  for 
complete  information,  then  they  can  get  it.  If 
a  person  can’t,  they  will  be  denied  certain 
constitutional  rights,”  she  said. 

Reagan-era  regulation 

The  case.  Rust  v.  Sullivan,  involved  a 
South  Bronx  family  planning  clinic  affiliated 
with  Planned  Parenthood  of  New  York  City. 
The  clinic  challenged  the  legality  and 
constitutionality  of  a  regulation  instituted  by 
the  Reagan  administration  that  explicitly 
prohibits  federal  funding  of  any  clinic  that 
counsels  women  about  abortion.  The  statute 
was  added  to  Title  X  of  the  1970  Public 


Health  Service  Act,  which  allocates 
approximately  $150  million  annually  to 
family  planning  programs. 

In  its  decision,  the  high  court  found  that 
the  contested  statute  was  both  constitutional 
and  a  justified  means  of  federal  grant 
regulation.  Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist 
wrote  in  the  majority  opinion  that  “The 
government  can.. .selectively  fund  a  program 
to  encourage  certain  activities  it  believes  to 
be  in  the  public  interest.” 

In  response  to  arguments  that  the  Title  X 
statute  violates  a  clinic  physician’s  right  to 
free  speech,  Rehnquist  wrote  that  the 
government  has  the  right  to  define  the  scope 
of  its  programs  and  that  prohibitions  on 
abortion  counseling  maintain  the  Title  X 
project’s  parameters. 

Rehnquist  further  asserted  that  the 
government  is  not  obligated  to  financially 
support  a  women’s  right  to  choose  an 
abortion  because  “the  government  has  no 
constitutional  duty  to  subsidize  an  activity 
merely  because  an  activity  is  constitutionally 
protected.” 

In  a  strongly  worded  dissenting  opinion. 
Justice  Harry  Blackmun  called  the  affirmed 
statute  “a  manipulation  of  the  doctor/patient 
dialogue,”  and  charged  the  court  with 
upholding  “view-point  based  suppression  of 
speech.”  Blackmun  asserted  that  the  federal 
regulation  coerces  lower  income  women  to 
continue  unwanted  pregnancies.  He  wrote, 
“While  suppressing  speech  favorable  to 
abortion  on  one  hand,  [the  statute]  compels 
anti-abortion  speech  with  the  other.” 

In  a  separate  dissenting  opinion,  Sandra 
Day  O’Connor  wrote  that  the  court  should 
have  focused  only  on  deciding  if  the 
regulation  at  issue  was  statutorily  sound,  and 
refrained  from  making  sweeping 
constitutional  decisions. 

Justices  Thurgood  Marshall  and  John  Paul 
Stevens  also  dissented.  The  majority  opinion 
was  joined  by  Justices  Byron  White,  Anthony 
Kennedy,  and  Antonin  Scalia. 

Broader  implications 

Reproductive  rights  and  civil  rights 
activists  denounced  the  decision  for  both  its 
abortion  restrictions  and  its  broad  and 
prohibitive  language. 

“This  is  much  broader  than  just  family 
planning,”  said  Jane  Johnson,  vice  president 
of  Planned  Parenthood’s  national  office.  “The 
American  people  that  receive  health  care 
through  government  dollars  are  frightened 
and  concerned  by  this  ruling,”  Johnson  told 
GCN.  “The  decision  says  that  people  going 
into  government-supported  clinics  are  not 
entitled  to  expect  full  medical  advice  and 
attention,”  she  said. 

Julie  Mertus  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union’s  Reproductive  Freedom 
Project  said  that  the  court  decision  validates 
government  coercion.  “The  ruling  essentially 
Continued  on  page  6 


Is  the  Miller/Marlboro 
boycott  over? 

Two  boycott  endorsers  say  they  have  reached  an  agreement 
with  Philip  Morris,  but  others  criticize  the  move  and  vow  to 
continue  the  action 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

WASHINGTON — Calling  the  agreement  a 
significant  gain  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  and 
homophobia,  ACT  UP/D.C.  and  the  Dallas 
Gay  Alliance  announced  May  30  that  the 
year-long  boycott  against  the  Philip  Morris 
Companies  has  been  resolved.  The  two 
groups  announced  that  the  boycott 
successfully  pressured  Philip  Morris,  the 
parent  company  of  Marlboro  cigarettes  and 
Miller  beer,  to  agree  to  donate  $3  million 
annually  to  AIDS  service  organizations  and 
gay  rights  groups. 

In  response  to  Philip  Morris’  concessions, 
representatives  of  ACT  UP/D.C.  and  the 
Dallas  Gay  Alliance  called  upon  other  gay 
groups  around  the  country  to  end  the  boycott. 
Reaction  to  the  agreement,  however,  has  been 
mixed.  Some  gay  activists  say  that  the 
agreement  substitutes  money  for  boycott 
demands  that  have  not  been  met.  ACT  UP 
groups  from  two  major  cities.  New  York  and 
San  Francisco,  have  voted  not  to  support  the 
resolution.  ACT  UP/San  Francisco  has 
decided  to  continue  the  boycott,  and  ACT 
UP/New  York  has  yet  to  formulate  a  plan  of 
action. 

‘A  major  accomplishment’ 

The  international  boycott  was  launched 
last  April  to  target  Philip  Morris’ 
contributions  to  Sen.  Jesse  Helms’  (R-N.C.) 
political  fund.  Organizers  of  the  boycott 
demanded  that  the  company  denounce 
Helms’  homophobic  politics,  stop  donating 
money  to  his  political  action  committee  and 
do  more  to  fight  AIDS  and  homophobia. 

According  to  boycott  organizers  involved 
in  the  negotiations  with  Philip  Morris,  the 
company  adamantly  defended  the  economic 
necessity  of  supporting  Helms.  Philip  Morris 
did  agree,  however,  to  donate  more  money  to 
non-profit  AIDS  organizations  and  gay 
advocacy  groups,  and  to  distance  itself  from 
Helms’  anti-gay  practices. 

In  a  statement  outlining  its  new  funding 
plans,  the  company  wrote,  “Philip  Morris 


stated  [at  the  onset  of  the  ACT  UP  boycott], 
and  continues  to  assert,  that  [Helms’]  support 
of  its  business,  particularly  its  tobacco 
business,  forms  the  basis  for  political  action 
committee  support  and  should  not  be  seen  as 
an  endorsement  of  any  other  of  his 
positions.” 

Michael  Petrelis,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/D.C.,  said  that  the  company’s  monetary 
commitment  to  gay  organizations  was  a 
significant  boycott  success.  “Three  million 
dollars  a  year  to  fight  AIDS  and  homophobia 
is  a  major  accomplishment,”  Petrelis  told 
GCN.  “We’re  stuck  with  Helms  for  another 
five  years.  We  had  to  find  another  way  to 
make  Philip  Morris  more  responsible  in 
fighting  AIDS  and  to  offset  the  contributions 
it  made”  to  Helms,  he  said. 

“We  would  love  it  if  Helms  had  been 
defeated,  but  we  now  have  got  to  find  a  way 
to  keep  community  service  organizations 
open,”  Petrelis  added.  “Philip  Morris’ 
financial  commitment  represents  real 
progress  for  AIDS  patients  who  are  not 
getting  money  from  the  government.” 

William  Way  bo  urn,  former  president  of  the 
Dallas  Gay  Alliance,  told  GCN,  “Our 
community  needs  money.  Philip  Morris  has 
complied  with  all  our  demands  except 
regarding  Helms.  How  much  is  that  one 
demand  worth?  We  believe  that  it’s  worth 
what  we  got  out  of  the  agreement:  $3 
million.” 

Both  Wayboum  and  Petrelis  said  that  they 
hope  that  the  outcome  of  the  boycott  will 
encourage  other  corporations  to  take 
responsibility  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  and 
homophobia.  “Philip  Morris  is  a  Fortune  500 
company  that  has  responded  to  boycott 
pressure,”  said  Wayboum.  “There  are  499 
other  companies  on  the  list.  Let’s  now  see 
what  they  can  do,  too.” 

‘Pact  with  the  devil’ 

ACT  UP  members  who  disagree  with  the 
resolution  say  that  the  boycott  was  not  started 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  said  I  was  director  of  photography,  to 
which  she  replied,  ‘Oh,  how  terribly 
interesting.  Actually,  I  have  a  brother-in-law 
who  is  a  photographer.’ 

“I  replied,  ‘Oh,  how  terribly  coincidental. 

I  have  a  brother-in-law  who’s  a  queen.’  She 
moved  on  without  saying  another  word.” 

—Dean  Semler,  cinematographer  for 
Dances  With  Wolves,  on  his  encounter  with 
Queen  Elizabeth  during  her  visit  to  the  U.S., 
in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Gay  law  firm  closes 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Following  two  years 
of  internal  struggle,  the  financially  troubled 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA) 
closed  its  doors  May  17.  The  public  interest 
law  firm,  founded  in  1977,  was  known  for  its 
precedent-setting  gay  rights  litigation. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter, 
NGRA  was  more  than  $200,000  in  debt  and 
unable  to  pay  its  creditors  when  it  closed. 

“The  organization  has  never  been  able  to 
recover  financially  from  the  internal  strife  in 
the  fall  of  1989,”  said  NGRA  board  member 
Leonard  Graff.  “People  lost  faith  in  the 
organization  and  they  made  their 
contributions  elsewhere,”  he  said. 

Public  controversy  surrounding  NGRA 
began  in  the  fall  of  1989  when  reports 
alleging  staff  abuse  and  financial 
mismanagement  by  executive  director  Jean 
O’Leary  were  made  public. 

Staff  attorneys  Cynthia  Goldstein  and 
Benjamin  Schatz  were  subsequently  fired, 
and  locked  out  of  the  San  Francisco  NGRA 
offices;  their  legal  files  were  also 
confiscated.  The  manner  of  Goldstein’s  and 
Schatz’s  dismissals  drew  protests  from  many 
organizations  including  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders,  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund  and  the 
National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights. 

O’Leary  abruptly  resigned  in  December, 
1989,  following  accusations  that  she  had 
made  sexually  abusive  statements  about 
Goldstein.  O’Leary’s  severance  package  was 
estimated  to  be  between  $70,000  and 
$200,000,  which  drew  further  criticism. 

Dave  Bryan,  O’Leary’s  successor  as 
executive  director,  resigned  after  only  six 
weeks,  amidst  reports  of  conflict  with 
NGRA  board  director  Richard  White. 

Finally,  in  the  spring  of  1990,  it  was 
revealed  that  White  had  asked  Benjamin 
Schatz  to  disclose  his  HIV  status  while 
negotiating  a  settlement  for  health  care 
benefits  following  Schatz’s  termination.  This 
move  drew  more  criticism  of  NGRA,  as  it  is 
illegal  to  use  HTV  status  to  determine  health 
care  benefits  in  California. 

Despite  a  new  staff  and  several  recent 
legal  victories,  contributions  to  NGRA  have 
continued  to  dwindle.  NGRA’s  board, 
designed  to  have  15  members,  had  only  five 
upon  the  organization’s  closing. 

“It  is  both  a  deep  personal  loss  for  the 
board  and  staff,  and  a  loss  to  our  community 
of  an  important  institution,”  said  board 
member  Graff. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Fundamentalists 
mislead  high  school 
band 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. — A  high  school 
band  was  tricked  into  performing  at  a  May 
21  rally  organized  by  fundamentalists 
protesting  California’s  gay  civil  rights  bill. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter, 
Sacramento’s  Grant  Union  High  School 
Band  was  invited  to  perform  at  “a  family  day 
celebration”  to  be  held  at  the  state  capitol. 
The  event  turned  out  to  be  a  “Stop  AB101” 
rally  organized  by  the  Rev.  Lou  Sheldon  and 
his  Traditional  Values  Coalition  (TV  C). 

“Our  band  director  feels  he  was  used,  and 
he  was,”  said  Richard  Owen,  principal  of 
Grant  Union.  “I  can’t  apologize  enough," 
said  Owen,  adding,  “If  we  had  known  what 
it  was,  we  never  would  have  participated.” 

Prior  to  the  rally,  the  TVC  held  a  press 
conference  on  the  capitol  steps.  Lesbian  and 
gay  rights  activists  characterized  the  TVC 
statements  as  reflecting  blatant  hatred  and  a 
lack  of  understanding  of  the  bill.  TVC 
members  said  the  bill  was  an  assault  on  the 
American  family  and  referred  to 
homosexuality  as  “a  matter  of  choice.” 

Some  fundamentalists  accused  AB101  of 
“usurping”  the  same  kind  of  protected  status 
afforded  ethnic  minorities.  The  apparent 
attempt  to  disassociate  gay  rights  from  the 
civil  rights  struggle  was  underscored  by  the 
appearance  of  Asian  and  Latino 
fundamentalist  clergy  as  speakers. 

“1  can  guarantee  that  private  individuals 
and  not  public  dollars  will  be  used  to  cover 


expenses  for  this  appearance,”  said  Owen. 
“I’m  writing  letters  of  apology  to  the 
Lambda  Center,  and  to  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations  including  the  Lobby  for 
Individual  Freedom,  which  is  sponsoring  the 
biU.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Study  rejects  ‘spinster* 
stereotype 

GUELPH,  Ontario — Two  Canadian 
professors  recently  released  a  study  that 
indicates  that  older  unmarried  women  are 
generally  happier  and  more  fulfilled  than 
their  married  counterparts.  This  is  the  first 
Canadian  study  to  focus  on  older  people  who 
have  never  married,  and  it  represents  an 
important  sociological  rejection  of  traditional 
‘spinster’  stereotypes. 

In  a  University  of  Guelph  report, 
sociologist  Anne  Martin-Matthews  and 
psychologist  Joan  Morris  found  that  most 
never-married  women  were  more  content 
with  their  education,  careers  and  lifestyles 
than  married  women  their  same  age. 

According  to  Philadelphia  Gay  News,  the 
researchers  offered  less  heartening  news 
about  never-married  older  men.  Morris  and 
Martin-Matthews  found  that  these  men  were 
generally  in  poorer  health,  had  lower 
educational  levels  and  incomes,  kept  fewer 
friendships  and  had  weaker  family 
relationships  than  married  men  of  their  same 
age. 

While  the  two-year  study  did  not  ascertain 
the  sexual  orientation  of  the  participants,  the 
researchers  acknowledged  that  a  “significant 
portion”  of  those  studied  may  well  be 
lesbians  or  gay  men. 

Morris  said  that  the  findings  of  the  study 
discredit  many  detrimental  misconceptions 
about  older  unmarried  women.  “Obviously 
the  stereotype  of  the  ‘old  maid’  is  out  of  date 
with  contemporary  realities,”  she  said. 

“The  question  if  [this  stereotype]  was  ever 
accurate,  whether  the  entrance  of  women 
into  the  workforce  has  allowed  them  to  attain 
a  secure  independence,  or  whether  social 
attitudes  toward  unmarried  women  have 
permitted  them  great  self-expression  is  still 
debatable,”  added  Morris.  “The  current 
reality,  however,  is  that  women  clearly  do 
not  have  to  be  married  to  live  happy,  healthy 
and  self-fulfilling  lives.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

FDA  issues  latex 
warnings 

WASHINGTON — Responding  to  reports 
of  several  deaths  and  numerous  life- 
threatening  allergic  reactions,  the  U.S.  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  recently 
alerted  physicians  and  latex  manufacturers 
about  possible  medical  complications 
associated  with  latex. 

Last  year,  at  least  four  people  suffered 
fatal  allergic  reactions  to  inflatable  latex 
cuffs  used  in  barium  enemas.  The  FDA  has 
also  learned  of  approximately  50  cases  of 
near-fatal  allergic  reactions  to  other  latex 
products,  including  condoms,  rubber  dental 
devices,  balloons  and  catheters. 

On  May  1,  the  FDA  sent  a  letter  to  all 
makers  of  latex  devices  alerting  them  to 
allergy  problems  caused  by  the  material  used 
in  producing  latex.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe,  medical  researchers  believe  that 
prolonged  exposure  to  these  proteins  has 
caused  people  to  become  more  allergic. 

“AIDS,  ironically,  is  causing  more  people 
to  use  [latex]  gloves  and  to  use  the  gloves 
longer,”  said  Dr.  Alexander  Fischer,  a 
clinical  professor  of  dermatology  at  New 
York  University  Medical  Center.  “Greater 
condom  use  is  also  sensitizing  people”  to  the 
allergic  substances,  he  added. 

Life-threatening  allergic  reactions  to  latex 
occur  when  the  allergy-causing  substances 
come  in  contact  with  mucous  membranes  in 
the  lips,  nose,  vagina  or  rectum.  The  FDA 
sent  out  a  medical  alert  March  29  to  doctors 
warning  them  of  the  danger  and  advising 
them  to  routinely  question  their  patients 
about  latex  allergies. 

Despite  allergic  complications,  however, 
medical  researchers  stress  that  latex  still 
provides  the  best  protection  against  disease. 

“We’re  phrasing  our  alert  and  everything 
in  such  a  way  so  that  it  will  not  make  people 
think  they  shouldn’t  wear  gloves  or 
condoms,”  said  Dr.  Claudia  Gaffey,  of  the 
FDA’s  Office  of  Health  Affairs,  Center  for 
Devices  and  Radiological  Health. 

“We  do  not  want  to  call  too  much 
attention  so  that  people  stop  wearing 
condoms  and  gloves  because  of  concern  over 
latex  sensitivity,”  said  Gaffey,  adding,  “I 
think  the  risks  of  not  wearing  gloves  or 
condoms  are  so  much  greater  than  wearing 
them." 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 
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N.H.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Pride  Celebration 
June  14  &  15,  1991 

June  14,  1991 

March  &  Rally 
Concord,  N.H. 

State  House  -  starts  at  7:00  pm 

Special  Guest  Speaker 
KAREN  THOMPSON 

June  15,  1991 

Pride  Day  Celebration  -  Henniker,  N.H. 
Pat’s  Peak  Ski  Resort  -  Route  114 

Gates  open  at  10:00  am 

$15.00  at  the  door 

Featuring 

KATE  CLINTON 
TERESA  TRULL 
ROMANOVSKY  &  PHILLIPS 
BOSTON  GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 
Ladies  Express 

Keynote  Speaker 
KAREN  THOMPSON 

The  Wedding,  Workshops,  Games,  Videos,  Vendors, 
Speakers,  LAMBDA  5K  road  race  (  9:00am  start ) 

PRIDE  DANCE  8:00pm,  music  by  DJ  Arthur  of  Live  Wire 
JAM  SESSION  at  8:00pm,  in  annex,  with  Ladies  Express 

$6.00  -  or  $5.00  with  PRIDE  DAY  bracelet 

ASL  Interpreted. 

Most  events  wheelchair  accessible,  assistance  provided. 

Work  exchange  available.  No  one  turned  away  for  Inability  to  pay. 

For  more  info:  N.H.  Pride,  P.O.  Box  396,  Danville,  N.H.  03819 
Telephone  (603)  382-9308 


"YOU  CAN’T  FLAUNT  IT 
IF  YOU  HAVEN’T  GOT  IT.  " 

...  the  Boston  Lesbian  A  Gay  Pride  Committee 
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‘Stop  killing  us’ 


Medical  journal  calls  for 
widespread  HIY  testing 

In  a  carefully  worded  article,  the  editor  of  the  New  England 
Journal  of  Medicine  endorses  the  testing  of  all  health  care 
workers  and  patients 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

BOSTON — Following  recent  debates  over 
mandatory  HIV  testing,  the  editor  of  the  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine  is  calling  for 
the  adoption  of  “traditional”  epidemiological 
measures  to  prevent  HIV  transmission.  AIDS 
activists  have  condemned  the  measures, 
which  would  include  routine  HIV  testing  of 
health  care  workers  and  patients,  and 
notification  of  sexual  partners  of  people  who 
test  positive  for  HIV. 

“This  kind  of  testing  and  information  is 
not  going  to  have  a  significant  impact  on 
continued  transmission,”  said  Gordon  Nary 
of  the  Physicians  Association  for  AIDS  Care 
(PAAC).  “In  terms  of  collecting  information 
for  epidemiological  purposes,  it  won’t  affect 
behavior,”  he  told  GCN. 

Testing  patients 

In  her  May  23  Journal  editorial,  Dr. 
Marcia  Angell  said  that  hospitalized  patients 
should  be  routinely  tested.  She  said  that 
patients  should  be  tested  because  it  is 
unrealistic  for  health  care  workers  to  adhere 
to  “universal  precautions”  continuously. 
Identifying  HIV-positive  patients  for  health 
care  workers  would  notify  them  to  be  “most 
alert,”  Angell  said. 

Nary  pointed  out  that  failing  to  adhere  to 
universal  precautions  based  on  a  patient’s 
negative  test  result  is  dangerous  and 
misleading.  “In  terms  of  the  HIV  antigen 
test,  there  are  several  months  after  infection 
before  it  shows  up,”  Nary  said.  “This  will  not 
be  a  foolproof  system  for  protecting  health 
care  workers.” 

v.  When  asked  about  the  inability  of  patient 
2  testing  to  guarantee  health  care  worker 
£  safety,  Angell  maintained  that  while  her 
§  proposal  was  not  perfect,  “knowledge  is 
^  better  than  the  ignorance  that  exists.” 

>3  “Actually,  precautions  probably  should 
^  always  be  taken,”  said  Angell,  “for  other 
5:  reasons  too,  such  as  hepatitis  B.” 

AIDS  activists  cited  a  number  of  problems 
associated  with  routine  disclosure  of 
patients’  HIV  status:  health  care  workers 
could  refuse  to  work  with  certain  patients; 


patients  could  be  segregated  based  on  HIV 
status;  and  people  might  be  discouraged  from 
seeking  hospital  care. 

“Forced  testing  is  definitely  not  in  a 
patient’s  best  interests,”  said  Ben  Schatz  of 
the  American  Association  of  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights.  “People  argue  a  case  for 
‘innocent’  victims  being  infected  in  a  health 
care  setting  to  justify  their  own  hysterical 
responses.” 

Angell  also  recommended  tracking  and 
informing  sexual  partners  of  people  who 
have  tested  positive  for  HIV  antibodies. 
While  she  did  not  detail  how  such  a  policy 
would  work,  she  cited  the  example  of 
confidential  registries  used  to  track  and 
inform  the  sexual  partners  of  people  who 
have  syphilis. 

“It’s  not  perfect,  but  it  is  better  than  not 
infonming,”  said  Angell.  “I  think  the  sexual 
partners  of  HIV-positive  persons  are  really 
the  forgotten  people  in  this  epidemic.” 

According  to  Nary,  there  is  no  indication 
that  notification  will  affect  people’s  sexual 
and  so  prevent  HIV  transmission.  “The 
amount  of  good  tracking  will  do  does  not 
outweigh  the  amount  of  harm  it  will  do,”  said 
Nary,  adding,  “People  are  supposed  to  be 
having  safe  sex,  regardless." 

Testing  physicians 

Angell  said  that  routine  hospital  testing 
should  include  doctors  and  nurses  as  well  as 
patients.  While  acknowledging  that  the 
possibility  of  blood  exchange  during  surgery 
is  remote,  she  argued  that  patients  have  the 
right  to  know  the  HIV  status  of  doctors  or 
nurses  performing  invasive  surgery. 

Nary  claims  that  the  expense  of  testing  all 
health  care  workers  is  prohibitive  and 
estimated  the  potential  cost  at  between  $300 
million  and  $500  million.  According  to  a 
PAAC  statement,  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  estimates  that  the  risk  of 
transmission  of  HIV  from  an  infected 
surgeon  to  a  patient  is  between  1  in  41,667 
and  1  in  416,667. 

Angell  maintained  that  hospital  testing 

Continued  om  page  6 


BOSTON — Hundreds  of  outraged  AIDS  activists  assembled  at  the  State  House  May  23  to 
protest  budget  cuts  that  will  affect  people  with  AIDS.  Organized  by  ACT  UP,  the 
demonstration  emphasized  the  unwillingness  of  Gov.  William  Weld  and  legislators  to  address 
the  concerns  of  PWAs. 

“We  will  not  die  to  balance  the  budget,”  said  ACT  UP  member  Todd  Summers,  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  demonstration.  “ACT  UP  is  here  today  to  fight  back,”  he  said. 

The  budget,  passed  by  the  House  at  7  o’clock  that  morning,  cuts  $92  million  from  the 
General  Relief  program,  $345  million  from  local  aid  programs  and  $500  million  from  Medicaid. 
Activists  charge  that  Weld’s  promise  to  veto  any  new  tax  package  forces  the  legislature  to 
combat  deficit  spending  solely  through  budget  cuts.  Many  predict  that  cuts  will  hit  the  poor, 
substance  abusers  and  PWAs  particularly  hard. 

“The  House  was  in  such  a  manic  mood  to  pass  the  budget  that  logic  had  no  place,” 
Summers  told  GCN.  ‘Talking  to  the  representatives  was  liking  talking  to  a  wall.” 

A  number  of  AIDS  advocacy  groups  were  represented  at  the  protest  ‘This  was  a  very 
inclusive  demonstration,”  said  Tom  McNaught  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  “It  was  very 
effective  given  that  it  took  place  in  a  week  where  there  were  various  protests  against  the 
budget  every  day.” 

Three  ACT  UP  members,  draped  with  sheets  and  made  up  to  appear  dead,  were  carried 
into  the  State  House,  symbolizing  the  hundreds  of  PWAs  who  activists  predict  will  die 
because  of  the  cuts. 

‘We’re  here  because  we  have  to  be,  not  because  we  want  to  be,”  ACT  UP  said  in  a 
prepared  statement  ‘We  have  exhausted  all  other  remedies.” 

ACT  UP  members  Keri  Duran  and  Michael  Cronin  climbed  to  the  State  House  balcony 
and  unfurled  a  banner  that  read  “STOP  KILLING  US.”  They  also  threw  balloons  filled  with  red 
paint  at  the  State  House  dome  and  steps.  Demonstrators  chanted,  “Shame,  shame”  as  police 
arrested  Duran  and  Cronin.  A  third  protester  was  arrested  within  the  State  House. 

—Jacob  Smith  Yang 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Guy  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 


Bush  administration 
delays  INS  change 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  calls  the  move  a  ‘distressing  case  of 
political  cold  feet’ 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — Federal  officials  have 
postponed  reform  of  immigration  policies 
1  that  would  have  opened  U.S.  doors  to  people 
\with  HIV.  Bush  administration  officials 
announced  May  29  that  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  will 
postpone  a  final  decision  about  HIV 
exclusion  for  at  least  60  days.  In  the 
meantime,  HHS  plans  to  reissue  the  current 
list  of  illnesses  that  can  bar  entry  into  the 
U.S. 

Openly-gay  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.) 
criticized  the  move,  while  conservative  Rep. 
William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  expressed 
delight. 

After  Frank  amended  immigration  laws  to 
allow  admission  of  people  with  HIV,  HHS 
proposed  to  strike  HIV  from  the  list  of 
diseases  that  may  bar  immigrants  from 
entering  the  U.S.  The  new  law  dropped 
automatic  exclusion  of  people  with  HIV,  and 
left  the  decision  to  the  executive  branch.  In 
January,  HHS  Secretary  Louis  W.  Sullivan 
agreed  to  delete  HIV,  syphilis,  gonorrhea  and 
leprosy  from  the  exclusionary  list. 

The  American  Medical  Association, 
several  state  medical  societies  and  others 
lobbied  federal  officials  to  stay  Sullivan’s 
proposal. 

And  as  the  June  1  deadline  for 
implementation  of  the  new  regulation 
approached,  government  officials  claim  that 
some  40,000  citizens  wrote  negative  letters 
to  bolster  conservative  opposition  outside 
and  inside  the  administration.  Federal 
authorities  told  the  Washington  Post  they 
may  let  the  HSS  proposal  die  after  shelving 
it 

Meanwhile,  immigrants  with  HIV  will  be 
excluded. 

“This  is  a  very  distressing  case  of  political 
cold  feet,”  said  Frank.  “This  is  another  case 


where  the  Bush  administration  gives  the 
semi-civilized  wing  of  the  Republican  Party 
a  veto  over  health  policy,”  he  said. 

Dannemeyer,  known  for  his  anti-gay 
stances,  joined  medical  groups  and  fellow 
conservatives  in  welcoming  the  action.  “This 
is  very  encouraging,”  he  said.  “It  is  simply 
not  in  the  interests  of  this  nation  to  allow  into 
this  country  as  permanent  immigrants, 
people  who  have  a  non-curable  disease.  Our 
health  care  system  is  already  inundated 
trying  to  keep  up  with  the  health  needs  of 
American  people  who  are  here  as  citizens.” 

A  four-year  fight 

In  1987,  at  the  behest  of  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.),  Congress  added  HIV  to  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service’s 
(INS)  list  of  restricted  communicable 
diseases.  The  policy  change  has  been  used  to 
bar  U.S.  residents  from  applying  for 
naturalization  as  citizens.  It  has  also  been 
used  to  exclude  tourists,  refugees,  students, 
and  people  with  special  teaching  or  research 
visas. 

The  INS  change  came  under  fire  from  a 
wide  spectrum  of  organizations,  including 
the  National  Commission  on  AIDS,  the  Red 
Cross  and  the  World  Health  Organization, 
who  argued  that  singling  out  AIDS  is 
irrational.  Unlike  tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  that  can  be  transmitted  casually, 
they  explained,  HIV  requires  blood-to-blood 
or  sexual  contact. 

AIDS  activists  also  pointed  out  that  the 
INS  admits  people  with  other  costly 
conditions,  including  cancer,  kidney  failure 
and  heart  disease.  They  further  noted  that  the 
policy  requires  people  seeking  permanent 
residency  or  a  long-term  visa  to  prove  they 
have  enough  financial  resources  to  avoid 
becoming  a  “public  charge.” 

On  November  29,  Bush  signed  the 

Continued  on  page  6 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  'Community  Voices'  and  'Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out* 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out' 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  'Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  'Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out' 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  'Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Messages  from  afar 

Dear  GCN : 

I  have  the  most  respectful  honor  to  write 
this  letter.  I  am  a  25  year  old  Ghanaian  who 
is  very  interested  in  the  gay  practices.  But 
due  to  the  unauthorized  homosexual 
practices  over  here  in  Ghana  it  is  very 
difficult  to  find  partners  to  share  ideas  with 
and  possibly  arrange  to  meet. 

I  therefore  decided  to  pass  you  these  lines 
with  much  respect  and  to  request  for  my 
letter  to  be  published  into  your  weekly  news 
media  for  interesting  people  to  contact  me. 

My  hobbies  are  music,  sports,  movies, 
postcards,  travelling  and  of  course, 
correspondence.  My  correspondence  will  be 
very  much  interesting  to  anyone  who  may 
choose  to  correspond  with  me  and  I  promise 
to  reply  to  any  letter.  Therefore  thousands  of 
letters  are  cordially  invited  in  my  mail  box 
for  a  sound  and  reliable  everlasting 
friendship. 

I  will  therefore  sign  off  here  and  I  really 
hope  you  may  put  every  effort  to  help  me. 
Hoping  to  hear  from  lots  of  people  very 
soon.  Thank  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Emmanuel  Assante 
P.O.  Box  5763 
Accra-North 
Ghana 

My  own  definition 

Dear  GCN: 

There  is  always  someone  complaining 
about  homosexuals  using  the  word  gay.  It 
seems  we  have  taken  a  perfectly  good  word 
and  ruined  it.  I  never  hear  those  same  people 
make  that  argument  over  the  word  queer. 

The  word  homosexual  did  not  exist  before 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  in 
1869,  a  Hungarian  doctor  named  Benkert 
introduced  a  new  word:  homo  from  the 
Greek  word  for  “same;”  and  sexual,  thus 
describing  someone  who  was  sexually 
interested  in  the  same  sex. 

I  have  my  own  definition  for  the  word  gay 
as  an  alternative  for  the  word  homosexual.  It 
explains  why  the  two  words  do  not  mean  the 
same  thing. 

Being  a  homosexual  only  addresses  the 
genitalia.  Being  gay  is  a  complete  mental, 
physical,  political,  social,  psychological, 
religious,  and  spiritual  overhaul. 

Gene  Wesley  Elder 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Take  good  care 

Dear  GCN: 

I  send  you  a  lot  of  love  and  solidarity. 
Your  paper  is  always  one  of  the  most  sought- 
after  items  of  mail  I  receive.  My  only  gripe 
is — what  happened  to  Dykes  to  Watch  Out 
Fori  I  watch  out  for  them,  to  no  avail! 

Take  good  care  of  yourselves.  I’ll  try  to 


contribute  more  in  the  future,  including  a 
report  on  the  nearly  nonexistent  AIDS 
support  and  education  program  here.  In  the 
meantime,  I  wish  you  the  best  with  your 
irreplaceable  work. 

jVenceremos! 

With  love, 
Laura  Whitehom 
FCI  Lexington 
Lexington,  Ky. 

Stop  crying  and  fight  for  your 
rights 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  publishing  the 
letter  in  GCN,  March  11-17,  1991,  entitled, 
“Hey  ‘Mary’  Wake  Up.” 

It  is  just  one  issue  that  gays,  lesbians,  TVs 
and  TS’s  have  to  face  up  to  in  the  prison 
system.  The  other  major  issue  is  to  lay  our 
differences  aside  and  stick  together  as  a 
whole  in  the  battle  of  discrimination  and 
harassment  from  inmates,  staff  and 
administration. 

I  am  a  23  year  old  drag  queen  and  my 
name  is  Terri.  I  am  incarcerated  in  Folsom 
State  Prison.  In  the  five  years  that  I  have 
been  locked  up  I  have  not  only  witnessed, 
but  experienced  both  harassment  and 
discrimination. 

Does  it  bother  me?  Damn  right  it  does.  I 
not  only  see  it  from  staff  and  administration, 
but  other  inmates  as  well. 

One  might  ask,  why  are  homosexuals 
discriminated  against  in  the  prison  system? 
The  answer  is  simple.  Because  we  (or  the 
majority  of  us)  let  them  do  it  and  get  away 
with  it.  I  for  one  do  not  let  people  get  away 
with  harassing,  discriminating  or 
disrespecting  me  simply  because  I  am  a 
queen. 

I  hear  all  the  time  from  my  sisters  about 
how  a  cop  disrespected  them  or  something. 
They  ask  me  what  they  can  do  and  my 
answer  is  always  the  same.  “Stop  crying  and 
fight  back  by  writing  a  602  (grievance) 
against  them.”  But  they  are  afraid  to  do  it 
because  of  retaliation  by  staff. 

If  you  don’t  want  to  fight  them  and  stick 
together,  then  stop  complaining. 

Sure,  the  legislature  makes  laws  against 
such  behavior,  but  unless  we  stand  up  for 
ourselves  it  will  continue.  No  one  is  going  to 
help  us  until  we  help  ourselves  first. 

Even  other  inmates  that  we  get  it  from  we 
can  fight  against.  They  harass  us  by  calling 
us  fag,  punk,  bitch,  etc.  just  to  name  a  few. 
They  do  it  to  get  a  reaction  and  when  they 
see  it  works  they  keep  it  up.  They  do  it 
because  they  know  it  gets  us  mad.  If  you 
ignore  them  you  will  find  that  it  soon  stops. 

If  you  find  an  inmate  that  doesn’t  harass 
you  and  so  on,  they  usually  have  an 
alternative  for  not  doing  so. 

But  the  biggest  reason  they  do  it,  and  not 
just  staff,  but  all  of  them,  is  because  of  the 
way  you  present  yourself.  If  you  present 
yourself  as  a  street  comer  hooker,  slut,  etc. 
then  they  are  going  to  look  at  you  that  way. 

If  you  don’t  respect  yourself  than  how  can 
you  expect  them  to?  Because  it  all  boils 
down  to  a  matter  of  respect. 

I’ve  recently  become  involved  with  a  very 
sincere  and  caring  man.  He  gives  me  my  full 
respect  because  I  respect  myself  and  demand 
it  of  others.  I  get  the  respect  I  deserve  from 
everyone  on  the  yard  including  staff  and 
administration.  Because  I  present  myself 
with  class. 

If  it  sounds  like  I  am  getting  on  your  case. 
I’m  not.  I  am  only  saying  stand  up  and  fight 
for  yourself  and  stop  crying. 

If  we  all  join  together  and  fight  the  system 
that  oppresses  us  we  can  win  this  battle.  We 
can  start  by  getting  law  makers  to  pass  bills 
and  make  die  law  that  specifically  deals  with 
this  issue.  Then  we  have  to  fight  to  make 
sure  those  laws  are  obeyed  to  the  exact  letter 
of  the  law. 

Come  on  sisters,  let’s  stick  together,  stop 
fighting  among  ourselves  and  fight  the 
system  as  a  whole. 

I  invite  anyone  who  wishes  to  write  me 
and  let  me  know  their  feelings  on  the  issue. 

Sincerely, 
E.W.  Byerly,  D-41819 
P.O.  Box  29  C-8-219L 
Represa,  CA  95671 

The  invisible  visible 

Dear  GCN: 

As  I  sit  in  this  cage,  in  this  place  of 
monstrosity  alone — always  alone,  even  in 
the  physical  midst  of  hundreds  of  other 
captivated  individuals,  I  am  so  very  much 
alone.  I  realize  that  I  have  a  need.  A  need 
which  I  have  been  desperately  trying  to 
evade,  but  which  constantly  haunts  my  daily 
existence  and  torments  my  every  night.  A 
need  for  “companionship.” 

There  is  a  line  from  a  well-known  song 


that  says,  “People  who  need  people  are  the 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCAf  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HiV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's  important  to 
avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person  s  bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 


HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  pracbces  wilh  all  their  partners.  Other  people  make 
decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or  HIV  status.  People 
also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  so  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not 
talked  about  past  pracbces  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumpbons.  (For  example,  many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a 
man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

\  •  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 

\  Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

\  •  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  moulh.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
'  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
informabon  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  In  'female  ejaculate.' 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  bsbng  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap  and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  speim  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbabon  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activibes  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  pracbces  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including  AIDS. 


INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  limes  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodta  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plasbc  in  water  for  at  least  15 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  bme  you  clean  your  works.) 


RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Acbon  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (61 7)  262-7248 

AIDS  Acbon  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce.  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  Yortc  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minonty  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington,  D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco.  (415)  864-4376 


luckiest  people  in  the  world.”  Those  of  us 
who  are  gay,  and  who  have  lost  our  freedom 
feel  this  need  so  acutely.  While  our 
environmental  contacts  with  people  become 
more  difficult  and  stressful  because  of 
segregated  housing,  and  loss  of  freedom,  our 
need  to  find  comfort  in  companionship  does 
not  diminish. 

I  can  think  of  no  faster  way  to  reach  the 
state  of  loneliness  than  to  be  confined  to  a 
cel]  without  any  personal  contact  with  other 
individuals.  I  can  think  of  no  greater  way  to 
feel  rejected  than  to  develop  a  state  of 
loneliness  through  incarceration,  and  feel 
that  all  of  those  outside  don’t  care.  You 
begin  to  feel  sorry  for  yourself.  You  begin  to 
turn  inward.  You  begin  to  hurt,  cry,  and 
dream.  Yes,  dream,  for  only  in  dreams  can 
you  find  and  manifest  the  friend,  the 
companionship,  the  trust,  the  love,  the 
understanding,  the  feeling  of  being  a  part  of 
something,  of  belonging. 

I  have  written  many  letters  to  many  clubs, 
organizations,  universities,  and  publications. 
In  regards  to  reaching  out  and  exploring  their 
common  experiences,  in  regards  to 
investigating  the  possibility  of  sharing,  and 
exchanging  ideas,  thoughts,  dreams,  feelings, 
and  forming  friendships.  A  spark  can  ignite 
and  spread  into  a  blazing  accomplishment.  If 
only  a  few  hearts  would  unite. 

Via  letters;  an  effort  can  be  made  to  put 
people  in  contact  with  people  who  need 
people,  in  that  they  can  bring  hope  to  each 
other,  by  being  able  to  share  their  common 
situations,  and  experiences,  and  deriving 
strength  and  support  from  each  other.  New 
worlds  and  new  vistas  can  be  open.  I  believe 
that  we  can  choose  the  world  we  live  in  by 
changing  even  the  enormous  threats  to  our 
existence — one  step  at  a  time.  We  can  do  this 
by  thinking  globally,  and  acting  locally. 

It’s  not  hard  to  take  ten  to  fifteen  minutes 
out  of  a  day,  out  of  a  week,  to  sit  down  and 
write  to  someone,  to  be  able  to  share  the 
mental  and  moral  exchange  and  sympathetic 
feelings  that  flow  from  one  person  to 
another,  in  a  shared  lifestyle.  To  be  able  to 
encourage  others  who  have  the  same 
problems,  the  same  day-to-day  challenges, 
and  the  same  hills  to  climb. 

An  old  Arab  proverb  I  once  read,  states: 

“A  friend  is  one  to  whom  one  may  pour 
out  all  the  contents  of  one’s  heart,  chaff  and 
grain  together,  knowing  that  the  gentlest  of 
hands  will  take  and  sift  it,  keep  what  is  worth 
keeping,  and  with  a  breath  of  kindness,  blow 
the  rest  away.” 

Just  an  easy  exchange  of  conversation  and 
a  willingness  to  listen  and  offer  insight  can 
be  such  a  help  to  an  incarcerated  gay  person. 
Just  as  even  a  willingness  to  come  and  visit 
can  be  the  product  that  fosters  an  upswing 
attitude  and  changes  one’s  life  from 
withdrawing  and  reticent  attitudes  to 
happiness  and  joy.  By  doing  this,  each  one  of 
us,  in  our  own  way,  can  make  a 
difference — in  our  lives  and  in  the  lives  of 
others. 

Our  incarceration  doesn’t  diminish  our 
humanness.  We  may  have  had  made  a 
mistake  in  life,  but  we  are  just  as  human  as 
anyone  else.  We  cry,  laugh,  work,  create, 
marry,  rear  children,  care  and  love. 

Caring  is  the  art  of  sharing 
Sharing  is  the  art  of  living 
Living  is  the  art  of  loving 
Loving  is  the  art  of  caring. 

We  care  for  all  of  you  out  there.  We  want 
to  share  with  each  of  you,  because  we  will 
eventually  be  living  among  you  out  there, 
and  we  want  you  to  know  that  we  love  you. 
We  want  and  need  your  help,  your 
understanding,  and  your  participation  with  us 
as  equals.  The  greatest  momentum  in  life  is 
developed  by  saying  “yes”  to  opportunities 
to  make  ourselves  useful  to  someone  else. 
Don’t  spend  your  precious  time  asking  “Why 
isn’t  the  world  a  better  place?”  It  will  only  be 
time  wasted.  The  question  to  ask  is,  “How 
can  I  make  it  better?”  To  that  question,  there 
is  an  answer. 

A1  Cunningham 
P.O.  Box  E-22600 
Tamal,  CA  94964 

Knowledge  is  the  key 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  strong  minded  gay  man  and  I  have 
been  incarcerated  since  January  15,  1986, 
but  my  incarceration  has  taught  me  so  much 
about  life  in  general,  which  I  took  for 
granted  prior  to  my  current  incarceration. 
Furthermore,  my  incarceration  has  also 
taught  me  about  this  corrupted  system  we 
americans  describe  as  justice,  equality  and 
freedom;  but  gay  people  better  watch  out  for 
the  “loopholes”  and  double  standards  within 
our  American  system  we  call  justice. 

Gay  people  must  also  become  better 
educated  about  the  medium,  politics,  history, 
business,  law  and  religion  because  these 
issues  go  hand  in  hand  which  makes  up  the 
American  system  and  the  American  system 


SPEAKING  OUT 


In  the  eye  of 

By  Leonard  Tirado 

Whenever  reading  our  press,  I  panic  at 
what  seems  to  be  the  rampant  inventorying  of 
injuries  and  complaints  with  which  we 
castigate  each  other.  I’m  reminded  of  what 
the  Buddha  said, 

“Look  how  he  abused  me  and  beat  me, 

How  he  threw  me  down  and  robbed  me.” 

Live  with  such  thoughts  and  you  live  in 
hate. 

“Look  how  he  abused  me  and  beat  me. 

How  he  threw  me  down  and  robbed  me.” 

Abandon  such  thoughts,  and  live  in  love. 

The  Buddha  meant  just  the  sort  of 
cataloguing  of  isms  we  inquisition  each  other 
with,  never  fully  resolving  anything.  Instead 
it  seems  the  purpose  is  either  to  get  revenge 
for  broader  societal  ills  inflicted  on  us  by 
hitting  more  reachable  personal  targets,  or  to 
reap  the  ephemeral  advantages  of  self- 
righteous  rancor  (often  for  suspect  individual 
purposes  of  ego  and  status). 

But  the  Buddha  also  didn’t  mean  the  kind 
of  blind,  undiscriminating  “love”  that  is 
really  denial  or  rationalization  for  some 
“higher”  or  “nobler”  purpose  (say,  for  the 
group  solidarity  of  the  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  community).  The  Buddha  also 
cautioned  that  any  should 
See  youiself  in  others. 

Then  whom  can  you  hurt? 

What  harm  can  you  do? 

He  who  seeks  happiness 
By  hurting  those  who  seek  happiness 
Will  never  find  happiness. 

Nor,  I  may  add,  liberation.  That’s  why  I 
was  aghast  to  read  Representative  Bamey 
Frank’s  exhortations  (GCN,  March  26-April 
1,  1991)  to  just  let  slide  the  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund’s  benefit 
preview  of  Miss  Saigon.  Are  we  to  assume 
that  the  Asian  community  is  expected  to  take 
a  lesser-of-two  evils  attitude,  choosing 


the  beholder 

between  once  again  being  cast  in  a  replay  of 
Euro-America’s  psycho-social  sex  fantasy  of 
Asians,  or  becoming  unwitting  accomplices 
of  Jesse  Helms.  Representative  Frank  may 
not  be  conscious  of  it,  but  he  might  have 
more  in  common  with  Senator  Helms  than  he 
would  find  comfortable. 

Both  emerge  from  the  same  Western 
cultural  matrix.  Helms  from  the  right  of  it, 
Frank  from  the  left.  Helms  is  the  cruder, 
more  blatant  and  dangerous  of  the  pair.  That 
doesn’t  mean  Frank’s  more  benign,  humane 
variant  doesn’t  carry  some  of  the  same 
baggage,  even  if  unconsciously.  That’s  the 
only  way  I  can  understand  such  a  statement 
from  someone  you’d  think  knows  better.  Can 
the  feelings,  hopes,  aspirations,  the  very  lives 
of  people  not  innately  European  be 
discounted  as  debatable  for  the  sake  of  some 
grander,  white-defined  scheme  (the 
implication,  intended  or  not,  being  that  they 
should  be  grateful  for  being  allowed  along 
for  the  ride)? 

Being  a  biracial  bisexual  tends  to  give  you 
an  “around  the  comer,”  between-the-lines 
kind  of  consciousness.  Something  a  nine- 
year-old  boy  passed  on  to  this  forty-three 
year  old  man  when  he  sat  in  the  front  seat  of 
the  family  car  coming  back  from  Cortland, 
New  York,  an  upstate  city.  That  nine-year-old 
couldn’t  understand  why  his  dark 
olive-skinned  popi  had  lied  about  being 
Puertorriqueno,  telling  the  real  estate  man 
that  he  was  of  mixed  Italian  and  European 
Spanish  heritage  when  asked  about  the 
ethnicity  of  our  last  name. 

I  asked  mi  popi  why  he  had  told  the  anglo 
that.  My  father  was  silent.  Now  I  know  he 
was  swallowing  his  rage  at  the  necessity  of 
doing  so  in  those  days,  trying  to  stop  it  from 
overflowing  onto  his  wife  and  children.  My 
mother  (whose  maiden  name  had  been 
Rosenblum,  which  makes  my  disgust  with 
Mr.  Frank  extra  stinging)  told  me  to  shut  up. 


Somehow  that  made  me  feel  some  of  my 
father’s  hurt  (which  only  compounded  my 
confusion  with  being  in  some  way 
responsible). 

It’s  incidents  and  spectacles  like  this,  and 
the  reported  resignation  of  Black  board 
members  from  NAPWA,  the  Indigo  Club 
controversy,  the  gay  Republican  phenomenon 
(with  Mike  Duffy’s  use  of  alleged 
homophobia  to  obscure  justifiable 
racial/ethnic  minority  concerns)  and  so  on 
that’s  making  me  take  a  long,  hard  second 
look  at  whether  I  want  to  belong  to  any 
lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  community.  Not  to 
fault  your  coverage,  but  journalistic 
objectivity  fails  to  persuade  me  that  we’re 
dealing  with  little  more  than  a  difference  of 
opinion  or  viewpoint. 

There’s  an  evident  clash  of  consciousness 
here:  that  of  people  of  color  and  how  Euro- 
Americans  perceive  them.  I’m  not  interested 
in  eliciting  paroxysms  of  self-abusing  guilty 
conscience  among  leftie-liberal 
assimilationists,  guppies  or  would-be 
revolutionaries.  That’s  an  indulgence  I  refuse 
to  allow  them  because  it  gets  nobody  except 
them  off  the  hook  after  the  rubble  of  auto¬ 
castigation  settles. 

Joel  Kovel,  a  Marxist-Freudian 
psychiatrist,  in  White  Racism,  a 
Psychohistory,  identified  the  Euro-American 
psychopathology  more  than  twenty-four 
years  ago.  People  of  Color  have  been  made 
the  repositories  of  Anglo  sex-and  body-and- 
nature  phobias  and  projective  dualisms.  To 
the  white  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
community  I  say  stop  acting  out  in  our  lives! 

Leonard  Tirado  is  an  Albany,  New  York, 
counseling  psychologist  currently  practicing 
in  the  field  of  chemical  dependency, 
addiction,  and  sexual/emotional/physical 
abuse. 


basically  uses  these  tools  to  control  and 
oppress  people.  Moreover,  these  political 
tools  are  put  into  effect  to  enforce  bigotry: 
gay  bashing,  genocide,  class  status, 
suppression  of  women  and  more.  Thus,  gay 
people  must  study  these  political  tools  and 
the  origins  of  such  so  that  gay  people  can 
survive  well  into  the  next  century,  politically, 
and  economically.  Because  the  American 
system’s  “new  world  order”  is  vastly  turning 
back  the  clock. 

The  very  best  example  to  date  is  the 
Adrian  17  case  which  concerns  17  gay  men 
arrested  for  having  sex  with  each  other  in 
“secluded  woods”  by  zealous  policemen 
hiding  in  fox  holes  with  video  cameras 
watching  those  gay  men.  I  can  see  clearly 
into  the  reasons  those  17  gay  men  were 
arrested  for  conducting  sexual  intercourse  in 
“secluded  woods”  because  I’m  very 
educated  in  politics,  history,  religion  and  the 
medium.  Those  17  gay  men  were  not  really 
arrested  because  they  committed  sexual  acts 
in  “secluded  woods.” 

First,  those  17  gay  men  innocently 
happened  to  get  caught  in  a  political  crisis 
their  corrupted  politicians,  police  department 
and  church  officials  have  created.  Those  17 
gay  men  live  in  a  town  run  by  corrupted 
officials  who  are  tying  very  hard  to  divert  the 
public  attention  from  political  and  economic 
woes  to  homophobia  as  a  political  trick  to 
conceal  their  dirt  because  the  homophobic 
trick  always  works  in  behalf  of  corrupted 
politicians,  police  and  church  officials. 

Second,  gay  people  must  also  ask 
themselves  and  each  other  some  important 
questions  about  the  Adrian  17  case,  like  how 
long  gay  men  have  been  conducting  sexual 
acts  in  that  part  of  those  “secluded  woods?” 
How  come  the  police,  politicians  and  church 
officials  are  now  concerned  about  those 
“secluded  woods?”  How  far  are  those 
“secluded  woods”  from  the  mass  public? 
What  is  the  purpose  for  arresting  those  17 
men?  Is  this  another  attempt  to  set  back  all 
the  gay  achievements  throughout  the 
country?  How  much  damage  assessment  the 
Adrian  17  case  has  committed  against  gay 
people  through  the  country,  and  the  families 
of  those  17  gay  men  arrested,  the  women’s 
movement  and  more? 

Third,  this  message  I’m  trying  to  generate 
to  the  gay  public  is  stop  taking  so  much  for 
granted  around  you  and  start  opening  your 
eyes  because  the  Adrian  17  case  is  not  about 
gay  men  having  sex  with  each  other  in 
“secluded  woods.”  Instead,  this  case  has 
several  political  objectives  inside  and  outside 
the  gay  world:  political  gains  for  somebody, 
economic  gains  for  somebody,  an  attempt  to 
establish  more  bias  laws,  an  attempt  to 
invoke  fear  and  silence,  another  attack  on  the 
constitution,  an  attempt  to  attack  Black,  gay, 
women’s  movements  and  more. 


To  conclude,  I  am  not  being  biased  or 
emotional  against  those  corrupted 
politicians,  police  and  church  officials  from 
the  town  of  Adrian  because  1  am  too 
educated  to  become  biased  or  emotional 
about  politics.  However,  I  am  very  tired  of 
this  system  oppressing  not  only  gay  people 
but  all  people.  I’m  also  tired  of  the  dirty 
lowdown  tricks  this  corrupted  system  uses 
(propaganda  history;  propaganda  religion, 
propaganda  media,  and  so  forth)  to  oppress 
people. 

Therefore,  knowledge  is  the  key. 

God  loves  gay  people  too, 
Curtis  Cunningham,  87A3776 
Box  51 

Comstock,  NY  12821 


Sub¬ 

scri¬ 

bers, 

Celebrate  yourself  by 
taking  advantage  of  our 
special,  low  rates!  Renew 
your  subscription  today 
and  you  can  send  Gay 
Community  News 
to  your  friends 
for  as  little  as  $10! 

U  S  CHEAP 
AND  EASY! 

Turn  to  the  back 
page  for  details. 


the  staff  and  volunteers 
of  Cay  Community 
News  at  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  in  Boston. 
Celebrate  your  Pride  by 
showing  support 
for  your  favorite  queer 
newsweekly!  March 
with  Gay  Community 
News  on  June  8th. 

For  more  information 
contact  Lenny 
at  426-4469. 


GAY, COMMUNITY  NEWS;*  JUNE. 2-3, ;im>  5 


Boycott 

Continuea  from  page  I 

in  order  to  obtain  money.  For  many  boycott 
participants,  the  funding  received  from 
Philip  Morris  does  not  justify  allowing  the 
company  to  continue  supporting  Helms. 

“The  agreement  does  not  speak  to  the 
Helms  issue  at  all,”  said  Betsy  Lenke,  a 
member  of  ACT  UP/New  York.  “It  sends  a 
wrong  message  out,”  she  told  GCN.  “It  says 
that  if  we  get  money  from  Philip  Morris,  it’s 
okay  for  them  to  continue  acting  in  other 
ways  that  we  find  unacceptable.” 

Bill  Dobbs,  another  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York,  said  that  he  disagreed  with 
the  negotiation  procedures  and  the 
agreement  result.  “Seventy  groups  endorsed 
the  boycott,  and  only  two  groups,  ACT 
UP/D.C.  and  the  Dallas  Gay  Alliance,  signed 
onto  the  agreement,”  he  told  GCN.  “They 
bypassed  all  the  other  groups  because  they 
didn’t  want  this  to  come  to  light  so  that 
people  could  decide  if  they  wanted  it  or  not.” 

Dobbs  also  said  that  many  activists  have 
serious  problems  accepting  money  from  a 
company  that  makes  a  large  portion  of  its 
income  from  cigarette  sales.  “It’s  like 
making  a  pact  with  the  devil,”  he  said. 
“Philip  Morris  promotes  death  and  disease, 
and  for  many  people,  this  money  is  dirty.” 

Dobbs  pointed  out  that  the  agreement  may 
also  anger  cancer  activists.  “This  could 
generate  real  tension  with  the  rapidly 
developing  cancer  movement  in  this 
country,”  he  said.  “What  are  we  telling  them, 
as  AIDS  activists,  if  we  take  money  from  a 
company  that  causes  cancer?”  Dobbs  asked. 

Bill  Haskell,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/San 
Francisco,  said  that  his  group  voted  not  to 
support  the  agreement  because  Philip  Morris 
refused  to  end  its  association  with  Helms. 
“To  compromise  our  demands  at  this  point 
does  not  make  sense  to  us,”  he  said. 

Haskell  told  GCN  that  the  decision  not  to 
endorse  the  resolution  was  a  difficult  one, 
but  that  ACT  UP/San  Francisco  felt  it  was 
important  to  continue  the  boycott.  “We’ve 
had  a  history  of  success  with  consumer 
actions,  and  we  want  to  be  able  to  look  back 
at  this  one,  and  be  sure  that  we  did  the  right 
thing,”  he  said. 

“ACT  UP  is  made  up  of  autonomous 
groups  joined  together  in  a  coalition," 
concluded  Haskell.  “There  are  always 
diverse  opinions.  With  our  choice  not  to 
support  the  agreement  there  is  no  animosity, 
just  a  different  decision,”  he  said. 

— filed  from  Boston 

Abortion 

Continued  from  page  I 

holds  that  the  government  can  do  whatever  it 
wants  with  its  money  and  can  place  whatever 
restrictions  it  wants  on  [federal]  grant 
recipients,”  Mertus  told  GCN. 

“There  is  a  fear  that  this  decision  will  be 
used  in  other  cases  to  legitimate  government 
intrusion,”  said  Mertus,  adding,  “The  court 
did  not  articulate  any  limiting  principles  that 
would  prevent  wide-spread  application  of 
this  case.” 

Mertus  argued  that  there  are  many  areas  in 
which  the  government  could  now  establish 
“unwarranted  restrictions,”  including  the 
arts,  scientific  research,  public  education, 
and  medical  treatment.  “In  the  case  of  AIDS 
treatment,  doctors  need  to  counsel  their 
patients  about  all  different  drug  possibilities, 
even  if  they  are  not  federally  approved,”  said 
Mertus.  “Will  the  government  tell  doctors 
they  can  only  advise  their  patients  about 
treatment  options  that  are  legal  and 
government  approved?”  she  asked. 

The  decision  upholding  the  Title  X  statute 
places  federally  funded  clinics  in  a  very 
difficult  position.  Family  planning  advocates 
say  that  these  clinics  now  must  decide 
between  receiving  crucial  federal  grants  and 
offering  their  patients  comprehensive 
medical  information.  Clinic  doctors  must 
also  choose  between  following  the  law  or 
adhering  to  medical  ethics  that  demand 
complete  care  for  their  patients. 

Abortion  rights  activists  say  that  the  only 
way  to  combat  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
is  through  Congress.  Bills  introduced  by 
Rep.  Ron  Wyden  (D-Ore.)  and  Sen.  John 
Chaffee  (R-R.I.)  could  overturn  the  court’s 
ruling  by  re  authorizing  Title  X  without  the 
restrictive  abortion  statute.  Wyden’s  staff 
members  say  that  these  bills  need  a  wide 
margin  of  bipartisan  support  because  such 
legislation  is  likely  to  face  a  presidential 
veto.  “We’re  going  to  use  every  argument 
and  every  trick  in  the  book  to  get  this 
passed,"  said  Alicia  Knight,  Wyden's 
legislative  assistant. 

Planned  Parenthood’s  Johnson  said  that 
lobbying  for  these  bills  will  be  one  of  her 
organization's  top  priorities.  “We  have  about 
60  days  to  get  this  ruling  overturned  [by 
Congress]  before  the  federal  regulation  goes 
into  effect,"  said  Johnson,  adding,  “I  believe 


this  is  doable.  We  will  telegraph  the  outrage 
of  the  American  people  to  members  of 
Congress,  and  we  will  show  Bush  that  a  veto 
will  not  be  tolerated.” 

Johnson  stressed  that  the  bills’  success 
depends  on  mass  mobilization.  “This  ruling 
represents  a  potential  national  crisis,”  she 
said.  “My  hope  is  that  Americans  are  not  so 
apathetic  or  so  deceived  that  they  fail  to 
perceive  that  this  decision  has  fundamental 
significance  for  how  the  government  treats 
our  individual  freedoms.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Immigration 
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revision  of  U.S.  immigration  policy.  The 
new  law  “enhances  America’s  singular 
advantage  as  an  international  magnet  for 
eager  and  talented  people,”  Bush  said  at  the 
time.  He  also  said  that  “several  outdated  and 
restrictive  immigration  exclusion  grounds 
[have  been]  lifted.” 

Even  after  Bush  had  signed  the  new  law, 
however,  activists  offered  cautious  praise. 
“The  fight  isn’t  over  until  [Sullivan]  issues 
that  list,”  warned  Chai  Felblum,  AIDS 
lobbyist  for  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union. 

“The  world  is  watching  to  see  whether 
[he]  will  strike  AIDS”  from  the  list  of 
illnesses  now  that  “Congress  has  removed 
any  excuse,”  echoed  Robert  Bray  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  □ 

Testing 

Continued  from  page  3 

should  be  symmetrical.  “If  patients  get 
tested,  doctors  should  get  tested.  If  doctors 
get  tested,  patients  should  get  tested,”  she 
said. 

Angell  also  argued  that  physicians  have  a 
“special  responsibility”  to  get  tested. 
“Physicians  can  serve  as  an  example,”  she 
said.  “By  getting  tested,  we  are  saying  we 
think  that  it  is  the  socially  responsible  thing 
to  do.” 

Nary  and  other  AIDS  activists  said  that 
the  millions  of  additional  dollars  Angell’s 
recommendations  would  require  would  more 
effectively  prevent  HIV  transmission  if  spent 
on  AIDS/HIV  education  programs. 

National  program 

Angell’s  editorial  endorsed  the  idea  of  a 
nationally  funded  program  for  the  medical 
care  of  people  with  HIV.  Angell  used  the 
end-stage  renal  disease  program,  established 
by  Congress  in  1972,  as  a  model.  That 
program  extended  Medicare  coverage  to  all 
patients  with  kidney  failure. 

“Handling  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  the  same 
way  would  probably  cost  society  no  more 
than  it  spends  on  HIV  infection  now,” 
Angell  said.  “Presently,  the  epidemic  is 
being  paid  for  like  a  hot  potato,  passed  from 
one  government  agency  or  insurer  to 
another.” 

Tom  McNaught,  spokesperson  for  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee,  said  that  while 
AIDS  activists  have  long  called  for  a 
comprehensive  national  program  to  combat 
AIDS,  he  questioned  Angell’s  choice  of  the 
end-stage  renal  program  as  a  model. 

“Although  the  idea  is  appealing,  the 
feasibility  is  pie  in  the  sky;  Congress  would 
never  vote  for  it”  said  McNaught,  adding, 
“[Angell]  should  be  focusing  on  something 
that  is  achievable  or  practical,  like 
establishing  national  health  insurance.” 

Angell  argued  that  the  response  to  the 
AIDS  epidemic  has  been  “greatly 
complicated"  because  “AIDS  tends  to  afflict 
people  who  are  for  one  reason  or  another  the 
objects  of  discrimination.”  She  called  for  a 
sorting-out  of  “social”  issues  from 
“epidemiologic"  issues.  Angell  characterized 
AIDS  activists’  work  in  establishing 
standards  of  confidentiality,  and  resisting 
screening  and  partner  tracking  as  standing  in 
the  way  of  “efforts  that  might  spare  more 
people  suffering.” 

Angell  acknowledged  that  people  with 
HIV  need  protection  from  discrimination 
and  ostracization.  She  called  for  statutory 
protections  of  jobs,  housing,  employment 
and  insurance  benefits.  Angell  emphasized 
that  her  recommendations  for  more  HIV 
testing  come  only  in  the  context  of  “strong 
protections.” 

“Discrimination  has  its  tangible  elements 
of  employment,  health  care  and  housing,” 
said  Angell.  “It  also  has  its  intangible 
elements,  which  you  can’t  do  much  about.” 
She  added,  “1  think  people  could  put  up  with 
the  latter  if  the  former  weren’t  a  threat.” 

Angell  said  that  widespread  testing  can  be 
expected,  given  recent  court  decisions  that 
support  it.  “It  comes  down  to  an  issue  of 
how  it  will  be  done  if  it  is  to  be  done,"  she 
said.  “Will  it  be  done  in  a  manner  of 
invidious  discrimination  or  in  a  fair  way?" 
asked  Angell.  “I  wanted  to  make  sure  that 
there  are  protections  there."  □ 
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third  annual 

LESBIAN 
HEALTH  DAY 

At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Sunday,  June  9 

~  in  celebration  of  lesbian  and  gay  pride  ~ 

Free  Drop-in  Services  •  No  appointment  necessary 


An  expanded  program  in  our  new  facility ! 


Medical  Screenings:  10  am  - 1  pm 

•  Breast  Exams  •  Pap  Smears 

•  Spinal  Screenings  •  Pelvic  Exams 

•  Muscle  Testing  •  Acupuncture  Screening 

•  Referrals  •  Blood  Pressure  Screening 

Workshops  and  Discussion  Groups:  11  am  -  4  pm 


•  Lesbians  &  Cancer 

•  Sexual  Abuse  Survival 

•  Lesbians  &  AIDS 

•  Lesbian  Sex  Issues 

•  Menopause 


Massage  for  Stress  Management 
Acupuncture  Detoxification 
Fat  Dykes  Support 
Black  Women's  Health  Concerns 
Health  Issues  for  Lesbians  with  Disabilities 


Food  &  Music  •  All-women  providers  •  Childcare  will  be  provided 

7  Haviland  Street,  Boston  r 

For  more  info  or  to  volunteer,  call  617-267-0900  x209 


i  1  1  Community  Health  Center 

Pi  Fenway 


If  you  have  a  problem  with  alcohol  or  drugs,  come  to  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  FCHC  offers  a  unique  substance  abuse  treatment  program 

sensitive  to  the 
concerns  of 

lesbians  and  gay  men.  FCHC  can  help.  Our  approach  to  substance  abuse 
treatment  helps  you  with  your  recovery  in  a  number  of  different  ways: 


You  Can  Recover  From  Your  Addiction 


•  Acupuncture  Detoxification  -  our  outpatient  program  gives  you  immedi¬ 
ate  access  to  help,  and  allows  you  to  be  treated  at  convenient  times. 

While  treatment  is  on  demand  6  days  a  week,  an  appointment  is  suggested. 
Acupuncture  is  effective  in  treating  addictions.  Call  our  Information  Line  at 
(617)  267-0900,  ext.  413. 

Acupuncture  Detoxification  Clinic  Hours 

Monday  -  Friday  8:00am  -  9:30am  &  4:30pm  -  6:30pm 

Saturday  9:00am  -  1 1 :00am 


•  Outpatient  Counseling  -  our  staff  of  experienced  and  fully  licensed  mental 
health  professionals  offers  a  complete  range  of  counseling  services  and 
support  groups  for  you,  your  family  and  friends. 
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You  don't  have  to  stay  stuck  in  the  cycle  of  addiction  —  we're  here  to  help. 

We  offer  a  sliding  scale  fee. 

lust  call  us  at  (617)  267-0900. 

You  can  recover  from  your  addiction  at  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115.  (^, 


Community  Health  Center 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerfy  Road 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900*413 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHTTECTS  HC. 
161  Mass.  A ve„  Suite  312 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken.  A1A 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  ahop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  lor  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868  3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  "Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylslon  St. 

Boston.  M A  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 

1 86  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
CambridgerSomerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 
■  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON’S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Butina. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  M A  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  021 39 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN’S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
Da  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  DIB/ A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/  LEWINGER  MASON  A 


DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUMTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHNG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  M A  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Makeup  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care.  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork.  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrtrus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage,  Polarity 
7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 


DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham.  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  021 30 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 


HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  M A  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filnV 
comrrfls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 


ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accounts,  u 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 


PTOWN*S  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces.  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  (or  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
i mu  a  Paul  °-  Groipen,  DDS 

Healthy  teeth ...  Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 
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Quality 

Printing 


for  a 
change 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  *02130 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  •  02120 
John  Hosken  (61 7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  &  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availablity 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835,  320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from' Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 
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SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 
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Christ  and  tha  Homosexual  is  a 
remarkable  book.  Written  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Wood  and  published  in  1960, 
It  was  the  first  work  to  deal  in  a 
positive  and  non-judgmental  way  with 
the  “problem”  of  religion  and 
homosexuality.  That  it  was  written  by 
an  openly  gay  clergyman  and 
published  under  his  own  name  made  It, 
for  its  time,  even  more  remarkable. 
Reading  the  book  31  years  later  you 
are  struck  not  only  by  how  sensible 
and  sound  its  religious  thinking  is,  but 
by  how  profoundly  perceptive  and 
ahead  of  its  time  Wood’s  social 
analysis  and  commentary  are. 

While  much  of  Christ  and  the 
Homosexual  discusses  the  failure  of 
the  American  churches  in  ministering 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men,  it  also 
radically  re-visions  a  new  sex-positive 
theology  and  posits  new 
interpretations  of  biblical  themes. 

Wood  was  the  first  to  point  out  In  a 
book  the  implicit  lesbianism  in  the  Old 
Testament  story  of  Ruth  and  Naomi  and 
offers  a  startling  re-interpretation  of 
David  and  Jonathan. 

A  great  deal  of  the  book  is  dedicated 
to  uncovering  and  exploring  the 
everyday  lives  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Although  Donald  Webster  Cory’s 
groundbreaking  The  Homosexual  In 
America  appeared  in  1951,  Wood  was 
considerably  more  frank  and  honest  in 
his  book  when  detailing  the  sexuality 
and  social  aspects  of  gay  lives. 

In  the  section  reprinted  here,  “Trends 
in  Recent  Years  1942-1959,"  Wood 
offers  a  detailed  portrait  of  the 
evolution  of  gay  male  styles  and 
fashions  in  post-war  United  States 
urban  culture.  This  is  material  that  is 
still  being  “discovered”  today  by  gay 
scholars  and  it  is  amazing  that  trendy 
words  like  “semiotic,”  “signifiers”  or 
“difference”  do  not  appear  in  this 
excerpt,  as  they  would  in  a  paper 
presented  at  the  contemporary  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Studies  Conference.  What 
Wood  managed  to  do  31  years  ago  was 
to  explicate  gay  male  culture  in  the 
same  way  people  are  doing  today.  The 
emphasis  on  how  World  War  il  and  its 
ensuing  demographic  and  economic 
changes  affected  the  sexual  ideology 
and  mores  of  the  entire  country  is  a 
topic  very  popular  in  gay  studies  now. 
But  30  years  before  Alan  Berube's 
important  work,  Coming  Out  Under 
Fire,  Rev.  Wood  wrote  about  similar 
things. 

Even  more  remarkable  than  all  of  this 
is  Wood’s  unabashed  attempt  to  deal 
with  such  issues  as  gay  male  S/M. 
While  S/M  still  causes  pause  for  some 
in  the  broader  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  in  1960  Wood  had  no 
compunction  in  dealing  with  the  topic 
head  on.  In  the  first  chapter  of  Christ 
and  the  Homosexual,  Wood  gives 
seven  brief  glimpses  of  the  diversity  of 
lesbian  and  gay  lifestyles.  Number  five 
is  called  “A  sadist-masochist 
homosexual  session”  and  in  1960  it 
must  have  been  an  eye-opener.  Even 
today,  to  find  this  description  in  a 
serious  religious  book  intended  for 
pastoral  counselors  and  therapists  is, 
to  say  the  least,  startling.  That  it  was 
published  in  1960  is  almost 
unthinkable.  Later  in  the  book,  Wood 
calls  for  a  reassessment  of  theological 
thinking  about  S/M;  a  remarkable  idea 
for  religious  thinking  even  now. 

But  if  The  Church  and  the 
Homosexual  is  a  remarkable  book,  so 
is  its  author.  Born  in  Ohio  in  1923, 
Wood  planned  on  becoming  a 
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Trends  in  recent  years— 1942-1959 


uch  has 

occurred  in  the 
generation 
since  World 
War  II  to 
influence  American  life  permanently.  Some 
of  this  has  had  a  connection  with 
homosexuality  not  evident  before  in  our 
culture.  Let  us  begin  with  men’s  clothing 
and  furnishings,  which  for  50  years  prior  to 
World  War  II  had  undergone  only  slight 
change.  The  word  “revolutionary”  is  not  too 
strong  to  describe  the  style  changes  affecting 
men’s  apparel  since  1940. 

When  millions  of  America’s  young, 
impressionable  men  were  being  transplanted 
via  the  military  to  new  sections  of  America, 
these  same  youngsters  were  introduced  to 
differences  in  regional  dress.  Prior  to  World 
War  II,  it  was  a  most  uncommon  sight  to  see 
a  pair  of  Western  jeans  worn  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Ohio.  But 
Eastern-bred  GI’s  who  did  their  basic 
training  in  Texas,  California,  Utah,  Colorado 
or  Arizona  soon  became  acquainted  with 
this  type  of  dungarees;  and  when  once  again 
ready  to  put  on  civilian  dress  they  sought  to 
buy  these  in  their  home  towns. 

The  two  leading  manufacturers  of 
Westem-cut  jeans  (the  market  was  quickly 
invaded  by  others)  sensed  this  style  change 
after  the  war  and  altered  their  advertising 
and  sales  distribution  accordingly.  No  longer 
were  jeans  merely  for  work;  they  now 
became  the  style  for  leisure  wear,  for  high 
school  and  even  for  some  college  campuses. 
It  was  the  returning  vet  who  first  wore  them 
on  the  Ivy  League  campuses  in  1947. 

But  it  wasn’t  just  the  wearability  of  these 
jeans  which  commended  them;  they  were 
also  sexy.  Tight  cut,  low  on  the  hips,  rugged 
in  appearance,  different  in  style,  able  to  be 
shrunk  to  a  form-fit,  and  the  more  worn  and 
faded  the  better,  they  quickly  became  the 
costume  of  the  homosexual  who  wanted  to 
look  trim,  to  be  a  bit  revealing  in  the  crotch 
and  rump,  and  to  feel  “butch.”  Exhibitionists 
among  the  females  at  this  time  were 
revealing  themselves  from  the  waist  up,  and 
the  gay  boys  began  revealing  themselves 
from  the  waist  down,  via  the  Western  jeans. 
In  short  order,  these  became  a  fetish  for 
thousands  of  young  men  who  didn’t  quite 
know  why  they  liked  to  wear  them.  In  many 
an  Eastern  community,  the  first  pair  of  Levis 
or  Lee  Riders  were  worn  by  a  gay  boy  who 
dared  to  exhibit  himself  in  such  things.  Ten 
years  later,  both  sexes  and  all  ages  were 
wearing  them  everywhere. 

The  Western  jean  had  one  strong 
competitor  within  homosexual  ranks  during 
these  immediate  postwar  years,  and  that  was 
the  Navy  bell-bottom  jeans  which  at  first 
were  more  easily  obtainable  in  Eastern 
cities.  But  once  the  manufacturers  threw 
their  production  behind  Western  jeans,  the 
Navy  lost  out.  But  the  Navy  jeans  were 
popular  for  exactly  the  same  reasons:  sexy, 
revealing,  different,  suggestive  of  virility.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  revealing 
thirteen-button-style  bell-bottom  blues  won 
out  over  a  modernized  zipper  style  among 
the  sailors  themselves. 

Western  jeans  were  not  the  only  clothing 
change  furthered  by  the  returning  gay  GI. 
Boots  became  common  footwear — not  the 
old  fashioned  “hi-top”  of  the  early  '30s  but 
the  practical  cowboy  boot  and  heavy 
engineer  boot.  Here  again  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  homosexual  for  something 
different  in  footwear,  something  sexy  and 
virile,  increased  the  demand  in  the  East  for 
these  two  boot  styles.  A  style  begun  by  one 
or  two  homosexuals  in  a  community  caught 
on  and  became  a  popular  fashion,  in  some 
places  almost  like  a  uniform.  Many  a  young 
man  who  found  such  a  costume  practical  for 
his  work  or  play  never  realized  that  the 
homosexual  had  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  it  to  popular  attention.  The 
manufacturers  of  such  wear  were  willing  to 
further  the  market  demand  by  revised 
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advertising  and  broader  retail  outlets. 

An  ad  for  a  nationally  sold  leather  boot 
began:  “Every  man  feels  the  need  at  times  to 
express  his  ‘inner  self’ — to  declare  his 
masculine  independence.”  The  colloquial 
expression  “fruit  boots”  was  heard  for  a 
while  around  1954  but  never  gained  much 
prominence,  though  it  does  reflect  the  origin 
of  the  increased  demand  for  boots.  Heavy 
chains  on  men’s  shoes  and  boots  for  a  time 
also  had  their  advocates  with  the 
homosexuals,  though  they  never  quite  caught 
on  as  a  national  costume.  The  effeminate 
tassel  on  men’s  loafers  had  better  success. 

Leather  jackets  and  wide  leather  belts  are 
another  case  in  point  though  they  enjoyed 
less  acceptance.  Motorcycle  clubs  and  teen¬ 
age  gangs  appropriated  all  four  of  these 
clothing  items  into  a  near-regulation  uniform 
that  suggested  ruggedness,  durability,  virility 
and  sex.  The  ever  widening  circle  of 
acceptance  for  this  uniform,  its 
standardization  by  other  groups  beyond  the 
homosexual,  the  influence  of  the  Marlon 
Brando  film  The  Wild  Ones,  in  which  this 
was  the  outfit,  went  on  and  on. 

The  tight  fit  of  the  Western  jeans  was  later 
transferred  to  the  so-called  Ivy  League  style 
with  trim  legs  and  buckled-back,  which  also 
featured  a  revealing  crotch  and  rump.  When 
sales  began  to  decline  on  this  style,  an 
enterprising  manufacturer  who  knew  the 
homosexual  market  produced  the  same 
trousers  in  shiny  material  and  revived  sales 
tremendously.  Who  had  ever  heard  of  men 
wearing  shiny  trousers  prior  to  World  War  II? 


Color  was  coming  into  men’s  fashions 
during  this  time,  particularly  in  the  area  of 
sport  shirts,  which  in  turn  created  a  new 
trend  in  men’s  wear.  What  man  would  have 
been  seen  in  a  chartreuse  shirt  prior  to  1950, 
or  a  pink  one  before  1953?  In  each  case,  the 
gay  boys  in  their  constant  search  for 
something  different  and  a  bit  revealing 
introduced  these  colors  and  many  others  well 
before  manufacturers  promoted  the  market 
into  big  business.  In  1950,  one  could  shop 
for  hours  in  New  York  City  without  finding  a 
black  sport  shirt;  today  it  is  a  common  item. 
While  looking  at  men’s  shirts,  we  might 
notice  the  extremes  in  collar  styles  including 
the  different  mandarin,  the  style  that  stays  up 
in  the  back  “Queen- Ann  like,”  and  the  exact 
opposite  that  plunges  way  down  to  the  navel. 
Each  was  popularized  by  the  homosexual 
community  before  becoming  an  accepted 
style  by  the  great  male  buying  public.  Today 
even  denim-shirted  workers  are  seen  in 
factory  or  truck  cab  wearing  their  collars  up. 

A  man’s  belt  was  about  as  lively  as  his 
suspenders  until  the  gay  boys,  ever 
conscious  of  their  waistlines  and  anxious  to 
draw  attention  to  them,  became  imaginative. 
At  first  they  had  to  improvise  with  women’s 
belts,  which  came  with  double  buckles  and 
greater  variety  in  style  and  material.  By  1953 
the  man  could  choose  belts  of  numerous 
materials,  colors,  and  buckling 
combinations.  In  mid- 1956,  a  fashion  chart 
at  last  recognized  the  style  of  men  wearing 
the  belt  buckle  on  the  side,  “because  it  is 
more  comfortable.”  But  for  a  hundred  years 
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and  more,  men  had  endured  the 
uncomfortable  center  buckle  until  the  gay 
boys’  desire  to  be  different  caught  on  with 
the  heterosexual  male  and  his  female 
admirers.  Ask  a  high-school  boy  today  why 
he  wears  his  belt  buckle  on  the  side,  and  you 
will  most  likely  get  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders 
or  a  slightly  more  articulate,  “It’s  cool,  man, 
cool!”  It’s  also  gay.  A  buckle  on  each  side  is 
even  more  so. 

Prior  to  World  War  II,  it  had  been  the 
female  bathing  suit  which  attracted  all  the 
attention  for  its  ever  shrinking  size.  In  the 
last  decade,  the  male’s  bathing  suit  has  gone 
even  further,  not  just  at  Cannes,  Muscle 
Beach  and  Provincetown,  but  on  the  staid  old 
family  beach  and  public  park  as  well.  The 
male  navel,  which  heretofore  had  been 
always  covered  by  the  waistline,  is  now  as 
common  a  sight  as  his  bare  chest  and  a  very 
obvious  crotch  in  a  high-thigh  cut  suit  on 
almost  every  beach.  Here  again  the 
homosexual  led  the  way  in  ever  daring, 
revealing,  stylish  beachware. 

The  half-nude  male,  wearing  nothing  from 
the  waist  up,  has  become  a  much  more 
common  sight  on  the  American  landscape 
than  a  generation  ago.  Men  took  their  shirts 
off  in  military  service,  and  they  are  reluctant 
to  put  them  back  on.  Workers  along  the 
highway  and  on  telephone  poles,  painters, 
carpenters,  roofers,  farm  workers  and  a  host 
of  others  are  now  to  be  seen  at  work  stripped 
to  the  waist  in  greater  numbers  than  ever 
before.  This  increase  in  nudity  is  a  sign  of 
our  relaxing  prudishness  concerning  the 
human  body  and  another  area  where  the 
homosexual  influence  may  be  seen — vividly 
naked. 

One  more  item  in  a  man’s  wardrobe 
should  be  commented  on.  This  is  the  T-shirt, 
or  skivvy  shirt,  which  is  now  almost  a 
universal  item.  The  Navy  experience 
furthered  its  acceptance;  and  as  the  shirt  was 
taken  off,  the  T-shirt  came  into  its  own.  It 
revealed  the  muscular  development  of  the 
man,  and  for  many  a  homosexual  became 
almost  as  great  a  fetish  as  Western  jeans.  And 
when  the  two  were  worn  together...!  It  was 
only  a  matter  of  time  until  this  item  appeared 
in  a  rainbow  of  colors,  from  eye-catching 
yellow  to  sinister  black  and  was  sewn  to  be 
skin-tight  and  thus  even  more  revealing  of 
the  male  torso.  The  homosexuals’  influence 
has  also  been  at  work  on  men’s  neckwear, 
coats  and  caps. 

As  an  indication  of  how  deep  these 
revolutionary  changes  in  men’s  clothing  have 
gone,  it  is  worth  noting  that  public-school 
educators  have  now  become  aware  of  a 
correlation  between  a  student’s  dress  and  his 
deportment.  In  those  communities  where 
student-adult  codes  of  behavior  have  been 
drawn  up,  one  item  certain  to  appear  is  that 
concerning  proper  school  clothing.  Again 
and  again  in  these  codes  for  students,  one 
reads  that  the  following  items  are  not 
considered  acceptable  attire  for  classroom 
wear:  T-shirts,  dungarees,  boots,  black 
leather  jackets,  up-tumed  collars....  Some 
schools  prefer  to  provide  coveralls  out  of  tax 
money  for  boys  taking  vocational  courses 
rather  than  have  the  boys  wear  jeans  to 
school. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  men’s 
jewelry.  A  ring  and  wrist  watch  were 
standard  before  Pearl  Harbor.  Three  years 
later,  millions  of  men  were  wearing  silver  or 
gold  bracelets,  and,  after  military  service, 
continued  the  custom,  though  in  decreasing 
numbers.  The  staid  leather  watch  band  has 
blossomed  into  the  most  obvious  of 
bracelets.  Cuff  links  became  more 
flamboyant,  pinky  rings  became  more 
common,  and  here  and  there  a  brave  male 
dared  appear  with  an  earring.  The  increasing 
number  of  advertisements  using  male  models 
sporting  an  earring  is  to  be  noted. 

Walking  shorts,  or  Bermuda  shorts, 
struggled  for  several  seasons  in  the  mid- '50s 
before  gaining  recognition.  But  as  early  as 
1950  the  homosexual  had  been  seen  on  New 
York’s  East  Side  sporting  them  amidst  the 
stares  and  glares  of  a  more  conforming 
public.... 

Concurrent  with  this  change  in  men’s 


clothing  styles  away  from  the  conservative, 
with  the  parade  led  by  the  ever 
experimenting  homosexuals,  there  was  the 
phenomenal  change  in  men’s  cosmetics.  If 
grandfather  ever  used  anything  more  than 
bay  rum  he  was  looked  upon  with  suspicion, 
if  not  scorn.  Today  the  men’s  cosmetic 
market  is  a  multimillion-dollar  affair 
including  toilet  water,  bath  salts,  colognes, 
perfumes,  bath  powders,  shaving  lotions, 
soaps,  hair  bleach  and  dyes  and  hair  creams, 
all  packaged  for  the  male  market. 

Here  again  the  homosexual  has  been  an 
advance  salesman  for  the  manufacturer.  In 
his  constant  effort  to  be  attractive,  to  smell 
enticing,  to  keep  his  youth,  to  be  glamorous, 
the  gay  boy  has  created  a  market  for  men’s 
toiletries  unprecedented  in  American 
culture.  Today’s  American  bathroom 
contains  as  many  cosmetics  for  the  husband 
as  for  the  wife.  More  than  one  sister  has 
complained  to  parents  that  her  brother  is 
taking  up  all  the  bathroom  space  with  his 
bottles  of  perfume  and  make-up  aids! 

I  have  been  pointing  out  the  great  trends 
in  clothing  and  cosmetics  which  have 
crossed  and  recrossed  our  country  since 
World  War  II,  advancing  the  thesis  that  in 
many  instances  such  changes  were  first 
introduced  by  homosexuals  seeking  to 
increase  their  own  attractiveness  or  to  be 
different.  Manufacturers  and  advertisers 


garbage  can.  These  are  only  two  examples 
that  have  come  to  my  attention  where  such 
clothing  styles  have  become  so  universal  in 
our  culture  that  even  the  religious  press  is 
using  them  to  merchandise  its  own  products. 

The  whole  area  of  entertainment  has 
become  homosexual  conscious  to  a  degree 
never  witnessed  before  in  this  country.  One 
cannot  mention  a  word  about  entertainment 
in  this  period  of  American  life  without 
immediately  breathing  the  magic  initials: 
TV.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  this  medium  has 
been  a  natural  for  the  homosexual. 

Ballet  has  come  into  the  American  home 
for  the  first  time,  and  handsome  men  in  skin¬ 
tight  costumes  and  overstuffed  dancing  belts 
are  now  a  common  sight.  The  world  of 
music  and  theatre  has  been  brought  to  all, 
thanks  to  TV  and  the  American  publics’ 
desire  to  accept  what  the  talented 
homosexual  has  to  offer. 

Homosexuality  is  still  a  forbidden  subject 
in  the  American  motion  picture,  though  dope 
addiction  is  not.  But  homosexuality  is 
coming  in  more  and  more  through  indirect 
approaches.  Just  as  young  girls  and  their 
mothers  flock  to  the  box  office  to  see  a 
particular  male  star,  so,  too,  do  the 
homosexuals.  The  producers  are  well  aware 
of  this  market.  A  muscular  sailor  stripped  of 
most  of  his  clothing  and  lashed  to  the  mast  is 
as  exciting  to  some  homosexuals  as  the  most 


have  not  been  blind  to  this,  and  have  been 
ready  to  throw  their  resources  into  national 
promotion  of  a  particular  item  or  style.... 

The  manufacturer,  merchandiser  and  ad 
man  have  joined  with  the  homosexual  in 
liberalizing  the  male  standard  for  clothing 
and  cosmetics.  This  has  not  been  an 
organized  plan  of  attack,  though  one  can  but 
wonder  if  the  homosexuals  in  all  these  fields 
were  not  able  to  exert  a  double  influence  on 
both  the  market  and  public  taste.... 

One  is  also  conscious  of  the  homosexuals’ 
influence  in  the  very  ads  themselves.  The 
use  of  two  common  homosexual 
expressions,  “gay”  and  “69,”  are  to  be  found 
in  many  a  magazine  today  which  seeks  to 
sell  something.  Of  more  recent  appearance  is 
the  obvious  crotch  of  male  models.  The  use 
of  virile  nudes  or  near  nudes  to  promote 
neckwear,  cosmetics,  travel,  socks, 
cigarettes,  liquor,  paper-back  books  and 
even  banks  has  become  ever  more  common. 

Harper  &  Brothers  once  advertised  a 
book.  Delinquency — Sickness  or  Sin?  in  The 
Christian  Century  with  a  sketch  of  a  young 
man  dressed  in  boots,  black  leather  jacket 
and  tight  trousers,  with  the  viewer  looking 
directly  up  between  the  boy's  open  legs.  The 
summer  1957  issue  of  Power,  a  daily 
devotions  booklet  approved  by  the  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement,  had  for  its  cover 
a  young  man  dressed  in  a  black  leather 
jacket  standing  in  front  of  a  lamp  post  and 


impassioned  kiss  between  two  matinee  idols 
would  be  to  a  heterosexual.  Some  men  go  to 
a  film  to  see  an  attractive  young  lady  slip 
into  a  negligee.  Others  pay  their  money  to 
see  a  young  cowboy  get  out  of  bed  and  pull 
on  his  jeans.  Around  1948—49,  there 
appeared  that  most  unusual  film.  Rope.  For 
the  first  time,  homosexuality  appeared  on 
the  screen,  though  thousands  of  movie-goers 
never  suspected  it,  enthralled  as  they  were 
by  a  suspenseful  murder  mystery  filmed  in 
an  unusual  manner.  Of  more  recent  vintage 
was  the  filming  of  the  plays  Tea  and 
Sympathy  and  Compulsion,  each  of  which 
managed  to  convey  its  message  without 
violating  the  movie  censors’  code.  In  the 
spring  of  1959,  the  German  film,  The  Third 
Sex,  was  shown  commercially  in  New  York 
City  and  received  good  reviews.  It  was  an 
open  showing  of  a  teen-age  boy  caught  up  in 
the  homosexual  community.  While  the 
solution  offered  in  the  movie  was  inadequate 
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journalist  before  entering  the  army  after 
the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  invasion  of  Italy  and, 
like  many  men  of  his  time,  discovered 
his  gay  desires  while  In  the  army.  H^ 
entered  into  an  openly  gay  life  while 
attending  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  after  the  war,  and  he  is 
still  in  touch  with  the  man  who  brought 
him  out.  After  graduation  he  decided  to 
join  the  ministry  and  started  his 
theological  studies  at  Oberlln  and 
continued  them  at  Vanderbilt  University. 
He  was  ordained  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  clergyman  in  1951.  He  served 
first  in  Manhattan’s  famous  Broadway 
Tabernacle  and  started  his  35-year 
career  as  a  pastor  in  the  mid-’50s.  He 
wrote  about  biblical  and  pastoral 
themes  for  a  variety  of  publications, 
and  in  1956  published  a  piece  called 
“Spiritual  Exercises”  for  the  gay 
physique  magazine  Grecian  Guild 
Pictorial.  It  was  published  with  a  photo 
of  him  in  his  clerical  collar. 

In  1959,  at  the  urging  of  Donald 
Webster  Cory,  Wood  began  writing 
Christ  and  the  Homosexual,  which  was 
published  a  year  later.  The  book 
brought  in  mail  from  clergy,  laypeople, 
therapists,  educators  and  activists 
nationwide  and  Wood  began  a  second 
career  of  speaking  to  church  and 
homophile  groups.  The  book  was 
treated  as  a  breakthrough  by  most 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  the 
homophile  movement — Del  Martin  and 
Phyllis  Lyon  loved  it  so  much  that  they 
offered  to  make  its  author  an  honorary 
Son  of  Bilitis,  or  “S.O.B.,”  as  they  put 
it — and  Wood  partook,  as  a  clergyman, 
in  such  landmark  actions  as  the 
picketing  of  the  federal  Civil  Service 
Commission  along  with  Barbara 
Gittings  and  Frank  Kameny  in  1965. 

In  1962  Robert  Wood  met  Hugh 
Coulter,  an  ex-Air  Force  man,  artist  and 
cowboy  who  was  touring  the  country  in 
a  rodeo.  They  lived  together  as  a  couple 
for  27  years,  until  Coulter’s  death  two 
years  ago  at  the  age  of  69.  That  they 
lived  together  as  an  open  couple  in  all 
three  of  Wood's  parishes  during  this 
time  is  a  fact  that  makes  us  realize  the 
true  diversity  and  variety  of  both  pre- 
and  post-Stonewall  gay  experience. 
Wood  has  said  that  he  and  Coulter  were 
lucky  that  neither  conformed  to  the 
stereotypes  people  had  of  gay  men  and 
that  while  some  parishioners  knew  of 
their  relationship,  others  suspected, 
and  still  others  ignored  the  obvious. 

The  pair  lived  together  in  the  Pastor’s 
house  and  Coulter  partook  in  parish 
life — religious  education  classes,  bake 
sales,  choir  sessions — in  much  the 
same  way  that  any  minister’s  spouse 
would. 

Wood  has  been  in  retirement  now  for 
several  years,  but  is  still  active  in 
church  policy  and  politics.  He  continues 
to  serve,  after  several  years,  in  the  AIDS 
Working  Group  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Conference  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 

Christ  and  the  Homosexual  has  been 
out  of  print  for  more  than  25  years,  and 
it  is  nearly  impossible  to  obtain  a  copy. 
Of  the  18  copies  listed  in  local  Boston 
public,  university  and  seminary  library 
catalogues  last  year,  all  were  reported 
missing.  It  is  too  bad  because  Christ 
and  the  Homosexual  was  an  important 
book  for  its  own  time  and  for  ours.  It  is 
not  only  a  study  of  religious  and  social 
themes  but  a  document  of  gay  and 
lesbian  history  that  should  not  be 
forgotten  or  lost. 

— Michael  Bronskl 
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place  [for]  Pride  weekend.” 

BiFest  ’91  will  begin  with  an  “Opening 
Schmooze”  Friday,  June  7  in  Cambridge. 

Other  events  will  include  a  bi  film  festival;  a 
“Breakfast  with  the  Bis”  on  the  morning  of 
the  Pride  march;  and  “Everything  that 
Moves,”  the  only  co-ed  Pride  dance  open  to 
“all  bisexual,  lesbian  and  gay  people  and 
their  supporters.”  According  to  organizers, 
the  purpose  of  the  dance  is  to  provide  a 
different  kind  of  social  space  to  Boston’s 
bisexual  men  and  women,  many  of  whom 
feel  marginalized  in  the  heterosexual  and  gay 
communities,  and  an  “an  opportunity  for 
gays  and  lesbians  who  want  to  know  more 
about  the  bi  community  to  get  to  know  us.” 

The  day  after  the  march,  BiFest  ’91  will 
climax  with  a  series  of  workshops  at  MIT 
and  a  “Bagel  Madness  Brunch.”  Among  the 
workshops  scheduled  are  “Coming  Out,” 

“Sex  Radicals,”  “Bisexual  Women  in  the 
Lesbian  Community,”  “Bisexual  Men  in  the 
Gay  Community,”  “Bisexual  People  of 
Color”  and  “Political  Action.”  Sachs  views 
BiFest  and  its  workshops  as  being  intended 
for  “getting  people  in  and  then  getting 
together  for  some  real  networking  and  real 
community-building.”  Sachs  said  that  the 
ultimate  hope  is  that  attendees  will  “then  be 
able  to  take  it  from  here  to  wherever  [in  the 
country]  they  came  from.”  □ 

For  more  information  about  ACT 
UP/Boston’s  scheduled  actions,  call  49- 
ACTUP. 

BIFEST  ’91  SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS: 

FrL,  June  7.  5  pm.  "Opening  Schmooze” 
in  Room  14E-310  at  M.I.T.  on  Memorial 
Drive. 

7  p.m.  Bi  Film  Festival  in  the  same 
building.  Films  scheduled  include  I’ve  Heard 
the  Mermaids  Singing,  Beyond  Therapy, 
and  other  films  with  bisexual  characters. 

Sat.,  June  8.  9  a.m." Breakfast  with  the 
Bis"  at  the  Community  Church  of  Boston  at 
565  Boylston  St. (Copley  Square)  with  an 
admission  of  $4.  The  brunch  is  a  fundraiser 
for  BBWN  and  is  open  to  all  men  and 
women. 

9  p.m." Everything  that  Moves"  dance  at 
Walker  Memorial  (142  Memorial  Drive)  at 
M.I.T.  Admission  $5.  Fundraiser  for  ECBN 
and  GAM  IT  (Gays,  Lesbians  and  Bisexuals 
at  MIT).  Alcohol  &  smoke-free. 

Sun.,  June  9. 10:30  am.  "Bagel  Madness 
Brunch"  at  Walker  Memorial. 

12  -  3p.m.  Workshops. 

For  more  info,  call  247-6683  (BIS-MOVE). 

postwar 
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and  illegal  and  left  much  to  be  desired  in  the 
way  of  an  intelligent  presentation  of  the 
subject,  the  film  must  be  praised  if  only 
because  it  was  the  first  forthright  portrayal  of 
homosexuals,  to  my  knowledge,  to  be  shown 
in  the  United  States.  The  mere  fact  that  it 
could  be  produced  and  shown  is  encouraging 
as  well  as  indicative. 

It  would  take  too  long  to  point  out  other 
evidences  of  the  increase  of  the  homosexual 
market  on  the  motion-picture  screen,  such  as 
the  number  of  times  a  man  gets  into 
women’s  clothing  or  spends  the  night  with 
another  man  in  the  same  bed;  or  where  an 
older  man,  usually  a  cowboy  or  a  sailor,  has 
a  younger  man  as  his  protdgd.  I  am  confident 
some  day  there  will  appear  a  tender, 
conscientious  film  story  of  a  homosexual 
romance  as  beautifully  done  as  Lovers  and 
Lollypops  was  for  heterosexual  love. 

Of  all  the  stark  changes  in  American 
culture  in  the  last  fifteen  years  perhaps  none 
changed  so  much  as  the  heretofore  staid 
greeting  card.  Today  the  subject  matter, 
verse,  and  style  are  unlimited.  If  the  “arty” 
has  invaded  the  living  room  via  TV,  it  has 
also  come  into  the  home  via  the  greeting 
card.  Here  again  the  producer  and  retailer  are 
aware  of  the  homosexual  market,  and  many 
cards  are  prepared  accordingly.  The  word 
“gay”  is  in  great  evidence — it  rhymes  so 
well,  wouldn’t  you  say?... 

Not  only  have  art  and  physique  magazines 
benefitted  by  improved  photographic 
methods  but  personal  snapshots,  particularly 
those  which  can  be  developed  at  home,  have 
been  welcomed  by  the  homosexual.  The 
photo  mail-order  business  of  pictures 
designed  to  excite  the  homosexual  is  a 
million-dollar  affair  and  increasing  annually. 

Photography  is  an  ally  of  pornography, 
though,  of  course,  hand-drawn  pictures  can 
be  equally  exciting.  The  black-and-white  still 
is  just  the  first  step  soon  supplanted  by  color 
slide,  3-D  slides,  then  film,  then  entire 
books.  It  is  common  parlance  among 
homosexual  circles  that  “every  boy  has  his 
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SKI  X  AND  SIOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOl 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 

FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampihre 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breokfost 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


Help  fight  violence 
against  lesbians 
and  gay  men! 

Volunteers  are  needed  by  the 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  the 
Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  to: 

•  be  a  victim  advocate 
•  help  coordinate 
Don 't  Be  a  Victim  workshops 
•  plan  Hate  Crimes 
Awareness  day. 


for  more  information  on  these  and 
other  volunteer  opportunities  call 
Joyce  Collier  at  267-0900  X  315 


Womencrafts 


^  -  Across  the  street 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  ma  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


THE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

ONLY  AT  INDIGO! 

FREE  ADMISSION  EVERY  THURSDAY  •  ALL  SUMMER  LONGII 
WIN  TICKETS  TO  SEE  DIANA  ROSS,  WHITNEY  HOUSTON,  INDIGO 
GIRLS,  BONNIE  RAITT,  ARETHA  FRANKUN  AND  MORE! 

FUNDRAISING  AUCTION  FOR  INDIGO  SOFTBALL  TEAM  •  JUNE  21 
LOTS  OF  GREAT  ITEMS,  50/50  RAFFLE.  DOOR  PRIZES 
AND  OTHER  COOL  STUFF 

THE  BEST  IN  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  CONTINUES! 

JUNE  8  •  VIRGINIA  &  THE  WOlf  •  (All  WOMEN  ROCK  BAND)  •  8  PM 
JUNE  16  •  TERESA  TRULL  IN  CONCERT  WITH  JOHN 
BUCCHINO  AND  EXTRA  SPECIAL  GUEST  M'USS  •  7:30  PM 
JULY  6  •  FROM  NY  -  T1GRESSA  AND  ADULT 
CHILDREN  OF  HETEROSEXUALS  •  8  PM 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 

823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


ONE  SHOW 


wno  KILLED  HART  11 fl  niTCNELL 

or  *TH  E  OAT  THE  LAUGHING  STOPPED*  oy  MICHELLE  A 

O 


ext.23 


1  -900-776-6 


SELECTION  OF 


$3/min. 


HOT  MEN 
HOT  BODIES. 

REAL  NUMBERS 
ALL  THE  TIME. 


mEETinc 

mEH  RDD... 

in  THE  1990’s 


Join  other  gay  men  For  a 
social,  supportive  and  Fun  evening 
designed  to  help  you 
meet  the  men  uou  want  to  meet 

and 

have  the  kind  oF  sex  you  want  to  have 
within  your  own  limits. 


Friday.  June  2 1.  8  Pm  -  II  Pm 
CIIDS  acnon  Committee 
131  Clarendon  Street.  4th  Poor.  Boston 

Free  admission,  bud  space  is  limited. 

To  reserve  a  space,  pease  call 
cay)  437-0200.  ext.  409 


Continued  from  page  10 


Rev  Robert  Wood 
picture  collection.”... 

More  than  one  state  legislature  or  local 
community  has  suddenly  become  aware  of 
the  vast  traffic  in  such  material.  The  Senate 
Juvenile  Delinquency  Subcommittee  called 
for  stiffer  Federal,  state  and  local  laws....  In 
1955,  Senator  Kefauver  reported  three  men 
whose  alleged  business  in  pornography 
exceeded  $3,000,000  annually.  Not  all 
pornography  will  appeal  to  the  homosexual, 
of  course,  but  those  who  traffic  in  this  type 
of  entertainment  are  aware  of  the 
homosexual  market  as  well  as  the  sadist- 
masochist  market  within  the  homosexual 
one,  and  see  that  these  are  supplied. 

I  intend  to  discuss  the  sadist-masochist 
homosexual  in  more  detail,  but  first  one 
ought  to  be  aware  that,  just  as  clothing 
fetishes  are  available  to  this  specializing 
group,  so,  too  is  the  “art”  work.  A  privately 
made  movie,  for  instance,  of  a  youth  tied 
spread-eagle  and  being  bullwhipped  by 
another  naked  man  can  turn  a  group  of 
sadist-masochist  homosexuals  into  an  orgy 
the  likes  of  which  have  seldom  been  seen 
since  the  days  of  de  Sade  himself.  In  the 
1956  New  York  Legislature,  Senator 
Sweeney  and  Assemblyman  FitzPatrick 
introduced  a  bill  to  amend  a  law  on  obscene 
literature  to  include  the  words  “sadistic  and 
masochistic,”  and  their  efforts  were 
approved  by  the  New  York  State  Council  of 
Churches  Legislative  Commission. 

Pornography  is  not  limited  to  “dirty” 
pictures,  but  may  be  had  via  the  movie  film, 
recordings,  wall-size  murals  and  the  written 
word.  All  of  these  media  are  at  the  service  of 
the  homosexual  as  well  as  the 
heterosexual.... 

Anyone  who  examines  a  newsstand  in  a 
major  city  will  be  aware  of  the  changes  here 
under  the  guise  of  entertainment.  Where 
once  there  were  one  or  two  health-and- 
strength  magazines,  there  are  now  nearly  a 
dozen  pocket-size  male  physique  booklets. 
Near  nudes  (male)  in  enticing  poses 
dominate  the  covers  and  inside  pages.  Large 
sums  of  money  go  into  the  production  and 
distribution  of  these  periodicals,  and  sales 
may  reach  15,000  at  fifty  cents  a  copy.  This 
is  but  another  indication  of  the  growing 
homosexual  market;  though,  to  be  sure, 
many  a  heterosexual  male  reads  such 
magazines,  and  not  a  few  high-school  girls. 

In  more  regular  magazines,  one  finds 
pictures  in  advertisements  and  stories  as  well 
as  words  themselves  suggestive  of  the 
handsome,  virile  male  usually  in  some  state 
of  undress  or  rugged  exposure.  The  theme  of 
homosexuality  is  making  its  appearance 
more  frequently  in  novels,  short  stories,  and 
articles  via  our  magazines  and  paper-back 
books.  Of  course,  it  is  also  to  be  found  in  the 
[Bible], 

Contemporary  books  are  always  an 
indication  of  national  or  sectional  trends. 
Since  1945,  there  has  been  an  increasing 
number  of  novels  dealing  with  the 
homosexual  theme.  Some,  such  as  Gore 
Vidal’s  The  City  and  the  Pillar  (a  Biblical 
connotation)  published  in  1948,  and  later  as 
a  paper-back,  come  out  boldly  with  graphic 
detail.  There  are  too  many  titles  during  the 
past  fifteen  years  to  list  here,  although  I 
might  add  the  more  recent  Never  the  Same 
Again ,  by  Gerald  Tesch,  since  it  has  a 
homosexual  character.  Meyer  Levin’s 
supposedly  fictional  Compulsion  has  become 
a  national  best-seller,  and  two  other  titles  on 
the  same  theme  are  making  the  rounds. 

In  the  field  of  non-fiction,  Donald  Webster 
Cory’s  The  Homosexual  in  America,  1951, 
was  an  accurate  subjective  presentation.  His 
own  anthology  of  such  writings  will  amaze 
the  casual  observer  who  discovers  how  much 
is  being  published  nowadays  on  this  subject. 
Most  of  the  books  are  novels,  and  few,  if 
any,  have  a  constructive  religious  approach. 

In  these  observations  of  the  homosexual 
community’s  influence  in  the  entertainment 
sphere  in  postwar  America,  I  have  left  the 
stage  for  last.  Here,  unlike  the  motion 
picture,  the  subject  can  be  realistically 


discussed.  Five  major  plays  appeared  on 
Broadway  in  four  consecutive  seasons,  each 
dealing  to  some  degree  with  homosexuality. 
These  were  the  revived  The  Children's  Hour, 
The  Immoralist,  Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof — all 
banned  in  London — plus  Tea  and  Sympathy 
and  Compulsion.  We  may  also  mention  The 
Third  Person,  Deathwatch,  Many  Loves  and 
Waiting  for  Godot.  The  latter  had  a  very 
definite  sadist-masochist  portrayal  within  a 
suggestive  homosexual  situation.  I  will  be 
very  surprised  if  there  are  not  more 
Broadway  and  off-Broadway  plays  in  the 
years  to  come  dealing  with  this  same  subject 
matter. 

In  the  area  of  musical  comedy  and 
reviews,  the  clothing  discussed  earlier  has 
become  part  of  the  stage  costumes.  Male 
ballet  dancers  and  chorus  boys  of  musical 
shows  are  displaying  the  male  body  to  a 
degree  never  before  seen  on  the  American 
stage,  at  least  not  since  Nijinsky’s  tour 
during  World  War  I.  And  the  public’s 
demand  for  ballet  and  musicals  continues  to 
increase,  season  after  season. 

One  final  indicator  of  the  increase  of 
homosexual  influence  in  recent  years  Ls  the 
stage-door  Johnnies  who  wait  nowadays 
after  a  musical  or  ballet,  not  for  the  favors  of 
the  chorus  girls  but  for  those  of  the  chorus 
boys! 

While  there  have  been  many  interrelated 
style  and  cultural  changes,  with  some  more 
apparent  than  others,  the  increasing  boldness 
on  the  part  of  the  homosexual  society  itself 
has  been  a  contributing  factor  to  such  trends 
in  recent  years. 

If  this  were  not  such  a  lucrative  market, 
manufacturers  and  retailers  and 
entrepreneurs  would  not  be  influenced  by  it. 
In  turn,  as  the  gay  boys  set  one  style  change 
after  another  they  grow  more  confident  of 
eventual  acceptance,  and  thus  tend  to 
become  even  more  obvious.  Heterosexual 
males  pick  up  the  styles,  females  encourage 
them  and  the  homosexual  influence  spreads. 
Once  the  style  is  accepted,  the  homosexual 
seeks  something  different  again— and  again 
the  cycle  starts,  whether  it  be  in  clothing, 
cosmetics,  jewelry,  or  visual  entertainment. 

Before  completing  these  observations  on 
trends  in  our  society  which  suggest  a 
homosexual  influence  let  us  discuss  the 
sadist-masochist  type  of  homosexual.  Not  all 
homosexuals  have  sadist-masochist 
tendencies,  and  even  fewer  give  vent  to 
them.  But  this  side  of  homosexuality,  a 
group  within  a  group  within  a  group,  is  on 
the  increase.  Again,  many  sociological  and 
psychological  reasons  can  be  cited,  such  as 
hatred  of  society,  reaction  against  “pretty 
boys,”  fear,  compensation  for  any  one  of  a 
number  of  personal  weaknesses,  aroused 
emotion  unable  to  find  a  constructive  outlet, 
or  a  distorted  notion  of  how  to  express  love 
for  another  human.  Perhaps  the  most  basic  of 
all:  it  is  a  new  way  to  get  a  sex  thrill  when  all 
other  ways  have  grown  dull  through  frequent 
repetition. 

This  behavior  is  not  unique  with 
homosexuals....What  we  want  to  note  is  that 
this  type  of  sex  play  is  very  definitely  on  the 
increase.  The  fraternity  initiation  has  grown 
into  the  more  recent  military-interrogation 
survival  courses.  A  comparison  of 
homosexual  picture  books  of  1950  with 
those  of  1958  will  show  many  more  sadist- 
masochist  photos  (ropes,  chains,  whips,  etc.) 
in  the  more  recent  issues;  and  a  study  of 
toilet-room  jargon  for  the  same  period  will 
do  likewise.  Some  TV  shows  have 
frequently  reached  the  brutal  stage. 

One  might  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the 
animated  cartoons  which  delight  youngster 
and  oldster  alike.  How  often  one  character  is 
hit  over  the  head  with  a  lead  pipe,  dropped  in 
wet  cement,  hit  in  the  stomach  with  a  cannon 
ball  or  has  his  head  blown  off  with  a 
firecracker!  We  laugh,  but  it  is  nothing  short 
of  sheer  horror — pure  sadist-masochist 
behavior. 

A  few  titles  of  art  works  currently  being 
sold  to  the  gay  market  is  suggestive  of  the 
increasing  interest  in  such  situations  “White 
Captive,”  “Sacrifice,”  “Slave  market,” 
“Captive  Seamen,”  “Olympiad,”  “The  New 
Slave,”  “Savage  Revenge,”  “Horseplay,” 
“Pharaoh’s  New  Slave,”  and  “Initiation.” 

Again  we  might  comment  on  the  interplay 
between  the  increased  popularity  of  tight- 
fitting  jeans  and  boots  and  the  increase  in 
sadist-masochist  homosexuality,  for  this  is 
one  of  the  favorite  uniforms  of  this  sub-sub¬ 
society  which  likes  its  sex  rough.  Studded 
black  leather  jackets,  wide  leather  belts  and 
tom  T-shirts  are  all  part  of  the  scene.  James 
Fenimore  Cooper’s  Leather  Stocking  Tales 
are  being  replaced  by  stories  of  America’s 
contemporary  Leather- Jacket  Boys.  □ 
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Let  the  Cay  Connection  help  you  find  that  special  man  from  right  here  in  Boston. 
Speak  privately  one-on-one  with  other  gay  men,  and  with  our  rematch  feature, 
you  control  who  you  speak  with  while  maintaining  your  privacy. 

To  listen  to,  or  leave  a  personal  ad  for  other  men  to  hear, 
try  the  all-male  Gay  Selections. 
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Personals  I  Announcements 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure  you 
have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE  LIFESTYLE 


1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39  minute 


ANONYMOUS  COUNTERPART 
AND  LOCAL  LAWYER 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  wrote  back,  but  P.O. 
Box  was  closed.  Would  really  like  to  meet  you. 
Please  try  again.  Shy  Physicist,  Box  500  (fr  45) 


DOCTOR  WHO  LIKES  TO  BIKE 
AND  WORKS  TOO  MUCH 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  called  you,  but  the 
phone  has  been  disconnected.  I  found  this  quite 
disappointing.  1  would  very  much  like  to  meet 
you.  Please  try  to  contact  me  again.  Shy 
Physicist,  Box  500  (fr  45) 


GM  “bear'’  29  1/2  wants  photo/video  used  jock- 
underwear/?  exchange.  Wntc:  Kg  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


JUST  FRIENDS 

New  to  the  area  or  just  want  to  meet  some  new 
friends??  We  are  a  discrete  L/couple  40+,  living 
in  a  suburban  family  neighborhood.  We  would 
like  to  meet  some  new  friends  for  light  and  easy 
socializing,  informal  get  togethers.  No  causes,  no 
drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth,  easy  going 
people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We  would  like  to 
meet  the  same.  Male/female,  singles  or  couples, 
just  people,  just  friends.  Please  drop  us  a  line. 
Reply  Box  637.  (45) 


RAW,  HARD  SEX!!! 

...or  gentle  romance;  one  on  one  or  group  action. 
Not  another  “bullshit"  phone  line.  REAL  MEN  is 
the  Club  that  gives  YOU  choices.  DO  IT  NOW! 
617-848-0027  (44) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  Sl  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  his.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


SPIRIT  FEST  1991 

1  st  annual  four  day  “Women's  Spirituality"  & 
Cultural  Festival.  Celebrate  fall  with  your 
Southern  Sisters!  North  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  Nov  7,8,  9,  10.  Henso  Productions, 
1806  Curcor  Drive,  Gulfport,  MS  39507  (601) 
896-3196  (44) 


The  Amherst  based  organization  GALE  (Gay  and 
Lesbian  Educators)  invites  teachers,  counselors, 
administrators  and  other  school  staff  to  walk  with 
us  in  Boston's  Pride  March.  For  more  information 
about  GALE,  write  GALE  Network,  P.O.  Box 
930,  Amherst,  MA  01004-0930.  Look  for  our 
banner  with  the  apple  and  pink  triangle.  We  will 
gather  before  the  march  at  the  Baybank  in 
Government  Center. 


ANY  PURPOSE  LOANS 

Save  hundreds  of  dollars  in  interest  and  closing 
costs.  For  free  details;  write  to  Jerry  Lee;  PO  Box 
3100;  Goodyear,  Arizona  85338.  (45) 


Submissions 


FOR  A  PORNOGRAPHY/CENSORSHIP  ISSUE 

Fiction,  Non-Fiction,  Visuals.  M.  Jaffe/  Fiction 
International.  Dept  of  English,  San  Diego  State 
University,  San  Diego,  CA  921 82-0295  (44) 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos"  742-2416  (V.  19,1.10) 


LF,  30,  intelligent,  honest  and  warm  with  a  good  CATS/DOGS  LOW  COST  SPAYING 

sense  of  humor.  Would  like  to  meet  mature,  Low  cost  spaying  and  neutering  for  cals  and  dogs, 

professional  women.  Dykes  please  don't  bother  to  For  those  who  cannot  afford  regular  vet  fees, 

reply.  Box  705  (44)  Performed  by  licensed  vets  in  their  own  clinics. 

_  For  application  call  899-8523.  (V.19,  i  6) 

I  only  want  to  be  with  you. 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Otfioe  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 


1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Voung 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


The  Oilier  for 
Popular  l.conomics 

presents  two  institutes  tor 
activists,  organizers,  and 
educators  who  want  basic 
training  in  progressive 
economic  analysis 

International  Institute  Aug.  4-7 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  MA 

This  new  Institute  provides  an 
indepth  analysis  of  the  dynamics 
and  contradictions  of  the  emerging 
global  economy. 

The  Summer  Institute  Aug.  4-10 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  MA 
Our  Annual  Institute  covers  a  broad 
array  of  economic  issues  using 
class,  race,  and  gender  analysis. 
NO  ntlVIOUS  KONOMICS  IltAININC  MfCBMJtY 
APPLY  BY  IULY  19th  TO: 

Hie  (  rulrr  for  Popular  I  I'oiiondi  - 
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•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

?  . 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES  j 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTIO, 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392  | 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St„  Brookline,  MA 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design " 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (inducted) 

-  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invotdnfl 

•  Accepts  entries  lor  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  Introductory  Price:  (505 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617) 353-1500 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Help  Wanted 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female 
professional  disabled  activist.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver's  license  and  be 
responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in 
$200/wk.  Weekends,  $190  Call  731-6228  (49) 


The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  is 
hiring  canvassers  in  the  Boston  area  to  work  on 
our  June  8th  grassroots  membership.  For  more 
information  call  (617)  876-3116. 


FULL  CHARGE  BOOKEEPER 

G/L  thru  T/B  &  adj.  entries.  A/P  &  A/R,  payroll, 
budget  prep,  monthly  reports,  invoicing, 
subscription  entry,  etc.  Lotus  1-2-3  and  general 
computer  experience  necessary.  Knowledge  of 
non-profit  orgs  and  publishing  a  plus.  If  you  have 
at  least  two  years'  professional  experience,  call 
Janet  Lee,  Business  Manager,  woman  of  power 
magazine  (617)  625-7885  or  send  resume  to  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238  (44) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT  FOR  GWM 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Car  necessary, 
dependability  a  must.  Flex  hours-will  train.  If 
interested,  call  Bill  at  648-0578  after  7:00 
PM-leave  message.  (46) 


GET  DIRTY  FOR  MONEY! 

Is  there  a  studio  assistant  in  Prov.,  RI  for  2 
women  with  fast  dogs  and  too  many  gargoyles? 
Artistically  bent  part-time.  (No  Big*Hair,  please) 
(401)273-1043  (45) 


Roommate 


DON'T  FORGET! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be 
made  by  Friday  at  3  pm. 


3  lesbian  and  1  straight  woman  seek  fifth  to 
complete  friendly  household.  Hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  pseudoyard,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS.  One 
block  from  Portersquare  T.  No  pets,  non-smoking, 
semi-coop.  Room  $245+.  Call:  Julia,  Tracy, 
Marilyn,  Connie,  Regula  at  625-3314  available 
June  1991. 

(40) 


SUNNY  DOWNTOWN  INMAN  SQUARE 

LF  44,  zany/responsible  seeks  similar  to  share  6- 
room  apt.  I'm  working-class  background 
“professional”  job,  fat  liberation,  ex-hippie,  no 
booze  or  diets.  $400+.  7/1  776-2793.  (45) 


Newton:  Room  available  in  large  beautiful  house 
inc.  pool,  yard,  parking,  D  &  D.  Must  like 
animals,  refs  req.  $400.  Util  inc.  Call  Alice  332- 
5468  (45) 


PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25+)  to  share  E-Z 
going  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
$250+ util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1868  (lin) 


LF  to  share  Nahant  oceanside  house.  Large 
space,  fireplace,  w/d,  jacuzzi,  parking  and  more. 
Easy,  quick  access  to  Boston.  $400  mo.  Call  617- 
592-8671  (44) 


VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  spacious  house  with  professional 
lesbian  couple  and  son  age  3.  Near  T  smokefree, 
amenities.  Available  anytime,  now  or  start 
September  1.  $395/month  or  EXCHANGE 
ROOM  AND  BOARD  for  13  hours/week  help 
with  housework,  errands,  and  childcare.  254-5929 

(41) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT - 

LF  seeks  same  for  3  fir  rent-controlled  house. 
Backyard,  driveway,  near  T.  Other  species 
welcome.  $283  for  bedroom  and  study.  Call  661- 
6771 


SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 


$300  plus  util,  fully  furnished  rm  w/  TV  in  gay 
home  available  May  1st  thru  Sept./Oct.  Full  use 
of  kitchen,  laundry  rm,  living  rm.  On  street 


parking,  1  block  from  T.  Red  line,  Shawmut  stop, 
Dorchester.  Call  Frank,  426-4469  days  10  AM- 
4PM. 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heat.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


CAMBRIDGEPORT 

BiM  seeks  2  prof  F/M's  for  CLEAN  comfortable 
smoke  free  2BR  conv.  to  T  &  shops  on  quiet 
street.  355+  Mark  491-3134  (43) 


SHREWSBURY 

LF  to  share  4  BR  home  large  yd.  W/D  40  mins  to 
Boston  $275+  util  (508)  842-1020  Lv.  message 

(45) 


Apartments 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

4+  rooms,  pets  OK,  yard,  small  woods  to  ve,  nice 
view,  ceiling  fan,  pkg,  near  T,  3-fam,  LF  owner 
occup.  $550+  util,  $250  S.  Dep,  Malden,  324- 
6822  (44) 


MATTAPAN 

4rm  2BR  3rd  floor  of  3  or  bus  1  mi  to  trolley 
$700  ht  incl.  Pets  possible  Kathy/Rebecca  298- 
3989  (46) 


Summer  Rentals 


WELiFLEET,  CAPE  COD 

Garden  apartment,  steps  to  bay  beach.  Sleeps  two. 
$400/wk.  Please  call  1  -508-349-6947.  (43) 


JP  SUBLET 

May  15-Aug  31.  Great  LF  household-friendly  and 
fun  women  only!!  Pleasant,  furnished  room,  1/2 
bath.  T  convienient-Forest  Hills  $210+  util, 
(negotiable)  522-6148  (43) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19J9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that’s  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  joumalixm  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WELL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81  .(ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYEU.OW  m 
Tst*  pages  IAJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  Irom  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  4 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women’s  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airman) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
AZ,  AR,  FL.  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS.  MO.  NM.  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC.  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA. 

$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA,  NH,  OH. 

PA,  RI.  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


I 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
i organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Ovsr  200  pages  ol  contacts,  businesses  & 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1  -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN! 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  not  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v,19j.l6) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094.  TJ 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 
COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  Information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mats.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  tho  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

AIDS  NEWS 

I'm  Ronald  Vioni,  I'm  incarcerated  at 
Trenton  State  prison,  and  I  have  AIDS. 
I'm  putting  together  documentation  of 
personal  life  stories  from  people  with 
AIDS  called  Letter  Project.  Please  send  a 
1-5  page  letter  about  your  personal 
experience  with  AIDS  and  include  a 
photo  (if  possible).  You  may  also  send  a 
memorial  of  a  fallen  comrade.  Send 
letters  to  Letter  Project,  POB  488, 

Parkridge,  New  Jersey  07656 _ 

Thom  Fontaine  is  willing  to  send  an 
information  packet,  including  a  list  of 
HIV-related  periodicals,  to  any 
correctional  facility  that  wants  to  set  up 
an  HIV  treatment  library.  Write  to 
AIDS  Treatment  News,  POB  411256,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94141 _ 

ACT  UP  is  working  on  HIV/prison 
issues.  Contact  their  chapters  in  New 
York  and  Calif,  to  give  and  receive  info. 
Note  that  ACT  UP  may  not  accept  collect 
calls.  Los  Angeles:  213/669-7301,  New 
York:  212/564-AIDS,  San  Francisco: 
415/563-0724.  Also,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  is  addressing 
the  needs  of  prisoners  with  AIDS.  Judy 
Greenspan  has  offered  to  facilitate 
connections  between  people  who  would 
like  to  work  on  these  issues.  She  cannot 
solve  individual  problems  for  prisoners, 
but  she  can  send  you  a  packet  of  resource 
info.  ACLU  National  Prison  Project, 

1875  Connecticut  Ave,  NW,  Suite  410, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20009.  202/234-4830 

Mike  of  the  Prisoner  Project  is  doing  well 
and  thanks  those  of  you  who  have  asked 
about  his  health  for  your  concern.  He  is 
still  hard  at  work  on  the  project... 


I  am  a  barber  in  prison  and  am  half 
Cherokee,  and  parts  French  and  Spanish.  I 
love  to  read  and  write  and  would  love  to 
hear  from  others.  I'm  lonely  so  please 
write.  Roger  D.Emanuel,  1300  Western 

Blvd.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606 _ 

I  am  seeking  a  warm  caring  person.  No 
games  please.  I  am  a  31,  smooth  faced 
black  and  working  to  become  a  para-legal. 
Sincere  people  please  write,  I  have  two 
more  years  to  serve.  Arthur  Gould,  GSP, 
POB  EF-1 14438,  Star  Route,  Reidsville, 

GA  30499 _ 

Hello  out  there!  I'm  a  young  gay  W/M  26, 
and  am  looking  for  penpals  &  friends.  I 
enjoy  new  wave  music,  surfing,  and  much 
more.  Please  write  now.  Ill  trade  a  photo 
for  a  photo.  Steven  L.  Williams  C-38287 
F3-14-232  U.,  480  Alta  Road,  San  Diego, 

CA  92179 _ 

Extremely  lonely  and  in  search  of  a 
compassionate,  caring,  and  understanding 
friend.  I'm  30,  very  athletic  and  health 
conscious,  non-smoker,  vegetarian.  My 
release  is  12/92.  Please  write:  Timothy 
Sheehan,  #18360-013,  POB  1000, 

Lcwisburg,  PA  17837 _ 

Age  or  race  unimportant.  I  am  into 
witchcraft  and  the  occult  and  seek  other 
gays  and  lesbians  with  similar  interests. 
Robert  E.  Spiker,  #468920,  Rt.  2  Box  20, 

Midway,  Texas  75852 _ 

I'm  looking  for  gay  black  men  under  35  to 
become  friends.  I'm  21,  sincere,  like  poetry, 
music,  and  traveling.  Robert  Leason,  #E- 
70192,  POB  3461,  Corcoran,  CA  93212 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

99 

I'm  25  ana  would  love  to  correspond  with  a 
nice  feminine  women  between  25-30, 
preferably  Mexican,  who  likes  to  go  out 
and  have  a  good  time.  I'm  a  Cancer  and 
love  to  go  out  to  gay  bars  to  dance.  Kathy 
Haynie  W-37945,  CCWF  C-10-2910,  POB 

1508,  Chowchilla,  CA  93610-1508 _ 

I'd  like  to  say  HI  to  Donna  Davis  and 
Marge  Hale  for  being  there  when  I  really 
needed  a  friend.  Donna,  I  wish  you  would 
keep  writing  me.  Marge,  good  luck  with 
your  husband  Michael  .  Nancy  Elaine 
Lopez,  A9 15021,  POB  147  Keller  Hall, 
Lowell,  FL,  32663-0147 


I  am  a  handsome  African  American,  31, 
wtih  a  honey  brown  complexion  and  long 
hair.  I  am  a  person  of  laughter,  fun,  love, 
care,  and  understanding.  I'd  love  to 
correspond  with  another  gay  (race 
unimportant)  who  is  sincere,  honest,  and 
real.  Othel  L.  Tatum,  C-26054,  POB  7500- 
A2  223,  Crescent  City,  CA  95532 


I  am  lonely  and  would  really  appreciate 
someone  to  write  to.  I  am  34,  5'9",  green 
eyes,  brown  hair,  and  muscular  build.  I 
love  to  cook  and  ride  bikes.  Mike  Jones, 
082653  MB  #423,  33123  Oilwell  Road, 

Punta  Gorda,  FL  33955 _ 

There's  a  saying:  Love  starts  small  and  then 
it  grows.  If  you  are  lonely,  GWM,  and  want 
companionship  with  a  25  year  old  GWM 
doing  six  years  please  write.  James  Hinton, 
C -923 14,  POB  W  1-B2-30,  Represa,  CA 

95671 _ 

My  sign  is  Scorpio  and  my  favorite  color  is 
blue.  I  am  38  and  looking  for  a  gay  lover. 
My  hobbies  are  swimming,  movies, 
traveling,  partying,  and  more.  Please  write 
soon  so  we  can  write  hot  sexy  letters  to 
each  other.  Eveart  "Smiley"  Carline, 
#74951,  Unit  29-D,  Parchman,  MS  38738 


Bisexual  white  male,  28.  I'm  attractive  & 
sexy  —  sincere  and  very  creative.  My 
hobbies  are  bodybuilding,  jogging,  and 
writing  to  name  a  few.  I  am  desperately 
seeking  people  to  write  to  and  develop  a 
friendship  and  possibly  a  relationship. 
James  Jon  Potter,  44150  SA-14,  Rt  2,  Box 

2222,  Mineral  Point  MO  63660 _ 

Black  male,  muscular,  30,  seeks  a  sincere 
relationship  with  open  minded  older  TV  or 
TS  of  any  race.  Mr.  Charles  J.  Brown,  Box 
367-B-88-A-4864,  Dannemora,  NY  12929 


I  am  looking  for  a  sincere,  sweet,  gay 
male/female  friendship.  I  am  25  and  need 
positive  support.  I  am  honest  and  a  real 
nice  person  to  know.  I'm  half  Black,  half 
Indian.  I  will  answer  all  letters,  any  age  or 
race.  I  think  of  you  all  with  love.  James  E. 
Hawkins,  071839,  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 

32091 _ 

Young  athletic  GWM  looking  for  other  gay 
or  bi  men  to  share  ideas,  photos,  and  all 
kinds  of  fantasies.  I  do  a  lot  of  stylized 
graphic  airbrush  renderings  of  erotic 
images.  The  rest  of  my  time  is  spent 
working  my  body,  listening  to  music,  and 
wanting  someone  to  correspond  with.  Let's 
give  it  a  try.  Louis  Carillo,  418183,  Rt  1, 

Box  150,  Term  Colony  TX  75884 _ 

Aggressive  man,  33,  with  tattoos  and  8"  of 
pleasure  seek  passive  gay  male.  Glenn  A. 
Bout  well,  POB  B -42346,  Florence,  AZ 
85232-0629 
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7  Friday,  Boston  ♦  Isaac  Jackson  (pictured)  will  be  among  the  readers 
celebrating  the  publication  of  The  Gay  Nineties  anthology.  Glad  Day  Bookstore. 
673  Boylston  St  7pm.  For  more  info  267-3010. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please!  Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the 
617  area  code,  and  non-major  cities  are  in 
Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

1  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  ^esse  Helms  Memorial  first  Annual  Naked 
Children  in  Advertising  Exhfcition  Classic."  6/1  to  6/30. 
Nostalgia  Factory,  324  Newbury  St.  236-87S4. 

Boston  4  ‘Quarantine  of  the  Mind”  a  seriocomic  solo 
theatre  performance.  Written  and  performed  by  David 
Mcleaa  Mobius.  354  Congress  St  8pm.  For  info  542- 
7416 

Cambridge  ♦  Open  Discussion  on  Coming  Out  for 
Women  of  All  Ages  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  1 1 
a.m.  to  I  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  “Noche  de  Ronda:  A  Spicy  Comedy.”  ‘This 
play  in  Spanish  explores  different  perspectives  in  the 
lives  of  Latino  gay  males  during  the  time  of  AIDS.”  8 
p.m.  The  Space,  Art  Gallery,  107  South  St,  Rm.300. 
Donation  suggested.  262-9361 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Catie  Curtis  and  Bobbi  Carmicheal. 
Concert  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest  761  Centre  St  983- 
9530. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  4  From  All  Walks  of  Life.  The  largest  AIDS 
fundraiser  in  New  England,  supporting  the  programs  of 
AAC  and  28  other  AIDS-service  providers.  8:30  a.m 
registration  on  the  Common;  9  a.m.  warm-up  aero¬ 
bics;  9:30  a.m.  opening  ceremonies;  10  a.m.:  walk! 
Pledge  sheets  available  all  over  or  call  AAC  Walkline 
266-6906.  Picnic  snack  and  concert  to  follow  on 
Esplai  k«W 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Reception:  “I  Am  A  Turtle.”  Oil  pastels 
by  Susan  Roberton.  Crone's  Harvest  761  Centre  St  3 
to  5  pm.  983-9530. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Women  and  Substance 
Abuse.”  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St  247- 
2927. 

Boston  ♦  ler.  Festival  de  Teatro  Rodante  Hispano 
Experimental.  Rec.  Hall,  Tobin  Comm.  Schl.,  1481 
Tremont  St  6  p.m.  Also  6/9. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Potluck 
Texas  style  cookout  at  Dan’s  House.  6  p.m.  Info:  Barry 
288-1847  or  Hotline  825-3737. 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  G/L  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71  Union  Sq,  6  p.m. 
first  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Lisa,  628-2531 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  L/G  Parenting  Support  Group. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church.  225  Cabot  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  593-5251 
Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers'  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

3  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week. 
6/3  to  6/6.  Noon  to  1:30  p.m.:  Awareness  Rally,  front 
quad. 

Amherst  4  Kaleidoscope  Monthly  Mtg.  Older  L/G/B 
and  friends.  Open  discussion.  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs 
Comm.  Ctr.,  Boltwood  Walk  Info:  Corrie  (413)  525- 
2188,  Warren  (413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413)  773- 
3091 

Newton  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers  Administrators 
Poduck  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  876-5657. 

Providence  ♦  Ballroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends:  Start  of  Four-Week  Series.  6:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  Swing  Intensive.  7:30  to  8:30  p.m.,  Country 
Western  Partner.  8:30  to  9:30  p.m,  Cha  Cha,  Mambo, 
and  Salsa.  First  Universalist  Church,  250  Washington 
Sc  $37  for  three  sessions.  Add’l  info:  Jason  Thomas 
(617)  859-9455. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  Sc  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  Sc  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week 
Comedy  Night  Ell  Ctr.  Ballroom.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  ♦  Between  Takes:  “Who 
Am  ir  Young  people  facing  being  different  and  being 
gay.  Pride  Month  g/l  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on  Boston  cable 
A3.  Many  other  cable  access  channels,  week  of  6/2  to 
6/B  (Cambridge  CCTV  6/6  8:30  p.m.) 


4  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Book  signing:  Undsay  Van  Gelder,  co-author 
of  “Are  you  two  _.  together?:  A  G/L  travel  guide  to 
Europe.”  4:30  to  5:30  p.m.  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  673 
Boylston  (across  from  Copley  library).  267-3010. 
Boston  ♦  Mass.  L/G  Bar  Ass'n  Annual  Meeting: 
“Enforcing  L/G  Civil  Rights  During  A  Budget  Crisis." 
With  Mike  Duffy  and  Jean  Musiker  of  MCAD  and  three 
attorneys.  Brief  business  meeting  precedes. 
Refreshments.  6  p.m.  Mass.  Bar  Ass’n,  20  West  Sc 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week 
Lesbian  Consciousness.  Room  356  Ell  Ctr.  6  to  8  p.m. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  Sc  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  ♦  “Gay  Men  &  Sex  in  Boston:  What  Are  We 
Doing?"  Results  of  AACs  survey  on  gay  men’s  sexual 
practices.  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  Boston  Public  Ubrary  Rabb 
Auditorium,  666  Boylston.  437-6200  x499. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  Firsc 
second,  and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Today: 
women  not  yet  inseminating.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second  fir. 
conf.  rm,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  Sc  Info:  Jenifer  Firestone 
267-0900. 

Salem  ♦  Film:  “1987  March  on  Washington  for  G/L 
Rights."  Salem  Health  and  Education  Svcs.  G/L 
Counseling  Program  Pride  Celebration.  7  p.m.  162 
Federal  Sc  Info:  Jack  Cempelling  745-2440. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  "Books,  Musk, 
Etc.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  Sc  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  “A  View 
from  the  Other  Side."  First  and  third  Tuesday  each 
month.  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  fl.  8  to  10  p.m.  Info 
742-7897. 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week 
Racism  in  the  Gay  Community,  Homophobia  in  the 
Asian  Community.  AMALGM.  Room  356  Ell  Ctr.  8 
p.m. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Book  Club  Discusses  "Their 
Eyes  Were  Watching  God.”  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 661-3633. 

5  Wednesday 

Concord,  NH  ♦  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gyn  svcs. 
Appc  or  more  info:  Randie  (603)  225-2739. 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week 
Homophobia  Affects  Everyone.  Room  356  Ell  Ctr.  6  to 
9  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  Pride  Day 
Parade  Planning  Mtg.  7  p.m.  625-6478. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General  Mtg.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  7  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm,  City 
Hall  (Congress  St  entrance). 

Somerville  4  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month  7  p.m.  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month  United  Congregational 
Church  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

6  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Northeastern  U.  L/G/B  Awareness  Week 
Ice  Cream  Social.  Room  356  Ell  Ctr.  Noon  to  1:30  p.m 
Gay  '90s.  A  panel  discussion  on  issues  facing  the  l/g/b 
community.  Room  356  Ell  Ctr.  6  to  8  p.m. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Northampton  ♦  “Backward,  Turn  Backward."  8  p.m. 
6/6,  7,  8.  13,  14,  15.  Women  only  6/6  and  6/15. 
Northampton  Ctr.  for  the  Arts.  586-7281 

7  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  E.  Coast  Bi  Network  Bi  Fest  Opening 
Schmooze  5  p.m.  to  midnight  Rm.  I4E-3I0  at  MIT. 
247-6683. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  “The  Times  of 
Harvey  Milk”  7  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury 
St  $1  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  “Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell,  or  The  Day 
The  Laughing  Stopped.”  Feminist  murder  mystery 
“exploring  the  fear  of  honesty  in  a  society  that  perpet¬ 
uates  denial.”  Fri,  Sat  Sun.  evenings,  6/7  through  6/30. 
Tkkets  $10  at  Crone’s  Harvest  Glad  Day,  and  New 
Words.  Info:  277-2189. 

Boston  ♦  Phil  Wilkie  reads  from  “The  Gay  Nineties,” 
a  collection  of  contemporary  gay  fiction  8  p.m.  Glad 
Day  Bookshop,  673  Boylston  (across  from  Copley 
library).  267-3010. 


Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Annual  Gay  Liberation  Seder 
and  Leadership  Recognition  Sendee.  8  p.mWorkmen's 
Grtle,  1762  Beacon  St,  Brookline.  926-2536. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  “Gripe  Night”  8  pm.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 
Providence  4  Alix  Dobkin.  Folk  singer.  Concert  to 
benefit  PFLAG  of  Rl.  Tickets  $10  advance,  $12  at 
door.  8  p.m.  Synod  Hall  at  Cathedral  of  St  John,  N. 
Main  St  Tkkets:  273-9757. 

Boston  4  Annual  Pride  Harbor  Cruise.  Sponsored  by 
the  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.  and  the  Pride  Committee  8:30  to 
1 1:30  p.m  on  the  Cape  Anne  Northern  Ave  $15 
donation.  262-7760. 

Providence  4  Balroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St  Beginner’s  fox  trot  lesson  at  8  p.m 
Smoke  free  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

Boston  4  Isaac  Jackson  wJI  be  among  the  readers  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  publication  of  The  Gay  Nineties  antholo¬ 
gy.  Glad  Day  Bookstore  673  Boylston  St  7pm.  For 
more  info  267-3010. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  4  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRIDE  MARCH  AND 
RALLY.  10  am.:  festivities  begin  on  City  Hall  Plaza  1 1 
am.:  flag  raising.  1 1 :5R  balloon  release  Noon:  March 
begins.  2  p.m.:  rally  on  Boston  Common;  live  radio 
broadcast  3:30:  Softball  tournament  734-7337. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  Pre- 
Pride  March  Brunch.  9  to  1 1:30  am  Comm  Church  of 
Boston,  565  Boylston  (Copley  Sq.).  $4.  1 1:30  to  noon: 
meeting  under  steaming  kettle  at  Gov’t  Or.  to  march. 

Boston  4  Greater  Boston  Business  Council  Pride  Day 
Breakfast  Cherrystone’s,  100  Adantk  Ave  $5.  9  am 
446-7871 

Watertown  4  DOB  Women’s  Tennis.  All  abilities. 
Free  Courts  behind  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St  9  am 
628-1038. 

Cambridge  4  Lavender  Pride  Brunch  with  May  Alice 
Wolf.  10  am.  City  Hall,  Central  Sq.  March  from  City 
Hall  to  Kendall  Sq.  at  1 1:15,  convening  there  at  noon 
for  march  across  bridge  to  Boston  L/G  Pride  March. 
868-1693. 

Provincetown  4  P’town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m  St  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor. 

Waltham  4  Way  Out  in  Waltham  After-Pride 
Barbecue  Poduck  6:30  p.m  Info:  893-0742  or  893- 
0361. 

Boston  4  Pride  Dance.  Two  dance  floors  in  Gty  Hall, 
with  more  entertainment  outside.  8  p.m.  to  I  am. 
Tickets  $12  advance,  $15  day  of  event  All  proceeds 
benefit  AAC.  Tickets:  266-6906. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Jaime  Anderson  in  Concert  8  p.m 
Crone’s  Harvest  761  Centre  St  963-9530. 

Boston  4  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network  Pride  Dance: 
“Everything  that  Moves.”  9  p.m.  to  I  am.  Walker 
Memorial,  MIT,  142  Mem  Dr.  Smoke  /  akohol  free. 
$5. 

Cambridge  ♦  Amethyst  Women  Gay  Pride  Dance.  9 
p.m  to  I  am  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $7.  Drug  /  alcohol  /  smoke  free.  Lesbians  and 
women  friends.  491-0348. 

9  Sunday 

Boston  4  Third  Annual  Lesbian  Health  Day  at  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Free  walk-in  screenings 
and  education  workshops.  7  Haviland  St  Screenings  10 
am.  to  I  pjn,'  workshops  1 1  am  to  4  p.m.  267-0900 
x209. 

Cambridge  4  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network  Bagel 
Madness  Brunch.  10:30  a.m.  to  noon.  Walker 
Memorial,  MIT,  142  Mem  Drive  Bagels  and  hot  bever¬ 
ages.  Donations  requested. 

Boston  4  Bill  Alberts's  Final  Sendee  at  Community 
Church  of  Boston  Always  G/L/B  positive  and  provoca¬ 
tive  565  Boylston  St.  (Copley  Sq).  1 1  am  266-6710. 

Boston  4  ler.  Festival  de  Teatro  Rodante  Hispano 
Experimental.  Rec  Hall,  Tobin  Comm  Schl.,  1481 
Tremont  St  6  p.m 

Braintree  4  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore 
Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brett  471-7939  or  Lisa  335-6085. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  /  G/L  Alliance  of  S. 
Shore  Joint  Poduck  6  to  8  p.m  Info:  Barry  288-1847 
or  Hotline  825-3737. 

Boston  4  Philip  Gam  bone  reads  from  “The  Language 
We  Use  Up  Here,”  his  new  colection  of  short  stories. 
7  p.m.  Qad  Day  Bookshop,  673  Boylston  (across  from 
Boston  Publk  Ubrary).  267-3010. 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Pride  Weekend 
Concert.  Jordan  Hall  at  N.E.  Conservatory.  8  p.m. 
Tickets  and  info:  247-BGMC 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chons  Pride  Concert  8 
p.m.  Jordan  Hall  Special  guest  Carol  O’Shaqghnessy, 


Boston’s  first  Cabaret  Entertainer  of  the  Year.  Tickets 
and  info:  247-BGMC  or  any  Tkketron  outlet 

1 0  Monday 

Boston  4  Greater  Boston  L/G  Political  Alliance  GALA 
Pride  Season  Reception.  With  Governor  Weld  and  Lt 
Gov.  Cellucci.  Harvard  Qub  of  Boston,  374  Comm. 
Ave.  5  to  7  p.m.  $25  min.  contribution.  RSVP  247- 
0099. 

Boston  4  Discussion  Group  for  HIV  Negative  Gay 
Men.  Spons.  by  AAC  and  FCHC  Living  Well  Series. 
Peer-led  small-group  discussion  7  to  9  p.m.  Old  South 
Church,  645  Boylston  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  4  “The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Question.” 
Center  for  Marxist  Education,  550  Mass.  Ave,  Central 
Sq.  7:30  p.m.  $4.  868-5620. 

Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  4  Between  Takes:  “The 
Artist's  Touch.”  Pride  Month  G/L  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on 
Boston  cable  A3.  Many  other  cable  access  channels, 
week  of  6/9  to  6/15  (Cambridge  CCTV  6/13  8:30  p.m) 

1 1  Tuesday 

Greater  Boston  4  Star  Share  for  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  Your  purchases  at  Star  Market  can  be  contri¬ 
butions  to  BGMC  Get  a  form  (247-BGMC)  and  shop 
'til  you  drop.  6/11  to  6/1 3. 

Boston  4  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights  Pride  Rally  for 
G/L  Families.  Noon  on  State  House  steps  (inside  if 
rain);  legislative  lobbying  to  follow.  Info:  David  828- 
3039  or  Amy  577-8318. 

Boston  4  Boston  Professional  Alliance.  Guest  speak¬ 
ers:  health  and  fitness  professionals.  6  p.m.  cocktails, 
7:30  buffet  dinner.  Tremont  Hs„  Tremont  St  (across 
from  Wang  Ctr.).  Send  $15  check  asap  to  BP  A,  POB 
1323,  Boston  021 17-1323. 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  4  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  First, 
second,  and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Today:  those 
who  have  inseminated  1-8  times.  7  to  8:30  p.m  Second 
fir.  conf.  rm,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Info:  Jenifer 
Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Sex  &  Spirituality.” 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Mary  Morrell  reads  from  “Final 
Session,”  winner  of  1990  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest.  7 
p.m  Crone's  Harvest,  761  Centre  St  983-9530. 

Arlington  4  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass.  Ave  7:15  p.m  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)562- 
5807. 

1 2  Wednesday 

Boston  4  “Medical  Consent  Who  Decides?"  Forum 
sponsored  by  G/L  Advocates  and  Defenders.  7  p.m. 
John  Hancock  Conf.  Ctr,  40  Trinity  PI.  Info:  Craig 
Bailey,  GLAD  426- 1 350. 

Boston  4  Am  Tikva  goes  to  see  “Bent”  at  the  Triangle 
Theater.  $9.50  (special  price).  Reserve  a  ticket  with 
Jen:  648-0618. 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

13  Thursday 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338 
Newbury  St  6:30  to  8p.m.  Info:  David  8283039. 

Cambridge  4  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance  General 
Mtg.  7  to  9  p.m  Graham  &  Parks  School,  1 5  Upton  St 
8681693. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Choosing  Children.  Women's 
Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  a.m  to  I  p.m.  354-8807. 
Waltham  4  Way  Out  in  Waltham  Business  Mtg.  and 
Dairy  Joy  Excurskm  7:30  p.m  Info:  893-0742  or  893- 
0361. 

Boston  4  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second  Thursday 
each  month  The  Center  rm.  201  338  Newbury  St  8 
pm.  Info:  492-4639. 

1 4  Friday 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  "Desert  Hearts." 
7  p.m  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St  $1  247- 
2927. 

Cambridge  4  Romanovsky  &  Phillips.  8  p.m.  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  U.  Tickets  $15  at  Crone’s  Harvest  New 
Words,  Glad  Day,  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  and  door. 
497-3019. 
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Growing  Boston  Pride! 

Thousands  expected  to  descend  on  Boston 
for  annual  festivities 


Boston  Pride  Day,  1982 


By  Steve  Karpf 

n  1970,  according  to  Janet  Kyle  of  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee,  about  80  people  “wanting 
to  make  statements”  gathered  at  the 
city’s  first  Pride  event.  In  1990,  she 
estimates,  70,000  marched  in  the  parade  and 
participated  in  the  annual  rally  on  Boston 
Common.  Kyle  called  Boston’s  Pride  “One 
of  the  biggest  visibility  actions  in  New 
England." 

This  year,  the  Pride  festivities  will  begin 
with  a  pre-march  rally  at  City  Hall  on  Sat., 
June  8  at  11  a.m.  The  march  will  begin  at 
noon,  head  down  Cambridge  St.,  up  Charles 
St.  and  once  around  the  Public  Garden  and 
Boston  Common.  The  crowd  will  gather  for  a 
rally  on  Boston  Common,  featuring  keynote 
speaker  Urvashi  Vaid  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

Other  speakers  and  performers  scheduled 
to  appear  include:  Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn; 
City  Councillor  David  Scondras;  Ann 
Sanders,  presently  Human  Rights 
Commissioner  and  formerly  the  Mayor’s 
liaison  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community; 
musicians  Sue  Ryder,  Laura  Wood  and 
Doshie  Powers;  and  Joyce  Collier  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  Victim 
Recovery  Program.  Kyle  expects  that 
approximately  80,000  people  will  be  out  on 
Boston  streets  for  Pride  events  this  year. 

The  actual  number  of  people  attending  an 
event  of  this  size  almost  seems  irrelevant. 
Boston  Pride  has  helped  give  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  permanent  visibility.  Even 
more  important,  for  the  past  several  years 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  marchers — with  some  people 
estimating  around  10,000  new  participants 
every  year. 

While  individuals  have  many  reasons  for 
coming  to  Pride  marches  and  rallies, 
speaking  to  people  reveals  two  common 
feelings  that  may  explain  the  annual  rise  in 
numbers.  One  common  sentiment  is  that 
Pride  is  a  positive  opportunity  for  our 
community  to  speak  to  heterosexuals  about 
who  we  are.  One  member  of  Gay  Fathers  of 
Greater  Boston  described  the  Pride  march  as 
a  way  to  say,  “We  are  fathers.. .and  we  are 
proud.. .we  are  gay.”  This  is  just  one  of  the 
ultimately  subversive  messages  that  can  be 
sent  to  heterosexuals:  men  who  love  men 
love  raising  children.  The  diversity  of 


messages  delivered  during  the  Pride 
march — from  El  Comite  Latino  y  Sus 
Amigos,  Dykes  on  Bikes,  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  and  Gay  Fathers,  to  name  a  few — is  by 
itself  a  refusal  to  be  neatly  categorized  under 
a  stereotypical  or  limited  definition  of  being 
queer. 

There  is  also  wide  agreement  that  a  lot  of 
the  energy  of  the  march  and  rallies  is  directed 
within  our  own  community.  Danny  Fournier 
pointed  out  that  he  has  known  some  gay  men 
who  were  so  impressed  with  the  women  and 
men  who  self-identified  as  “sober,  gay  and 
proud”  at  Pride  marches  that  they  are  now 
recovering  alcoholics  who  have  been  sober 
for  three  years.  The  message  of  Boston’s 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  that 
being  lesbian  or  gay  is  no  barrier  to  being 
Christian. 

The  individual  energies  of  people  at  the 
march  are  also  directed  toward  each  other. 
People  commonly  reach  out  to  strangers  as 
they  mourn  a  lost  lover  or  struggle  to  decide 
whether  to  join  the  march. 


Kyle  described  her  feelings  about  the  first 
Pride  she  attended,  which  was  in  1984.  “I  just 
remember  feeling  the  feeling  of  safety, 
everybody  was  saying  ‘we’re  okay.’  It’s  like 
there’s  one  big  support  group  without  the 
processing.  Even  if  people  don’t  come,  [for 
them]  there’s  a  ripple  effect.  Maybe  we’re 
helping  save  somebody  or  become  a  little 
stronger,  for  some  people  being  gay  can  be 
such  a  devastating  experience.  I  think  it’s 
important  for  us  to  remember  how  it  feels  to 
come  out,  you  don’t  really  know  how  many 
people  you’re  affecting.” 

One  of  my  own  first  Pride  marches  was  in 
New  York  City,  and  it  was  long  before  I  ever 
self-identified  as  a  bisexual  man.  I  was  swept 
up  at  the  time  by  the  love  and  fervor  of  the 
people  marching  by  (none  of  whom  I  knew) 
as  they  simultaneously  sealed  their  place  in 
history  and  welcomed  an  enthused  long¬ 
haired  kid  onto  the  path  they  walked.  I  look 
back  at  it  now,  having  come  out  to  peers, 
most  of  my  family  and  co-workers,  and  think 
about  how  much  more  comfortable  I  was 


during  the  coming  out  process  knowing  that  I 
was  not  only  not  alone,  but  that  I  was 
surrounded  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  who  were  like  me  in  some  large  way. 
I  suspect  that  there  will  be  many  men  and 
women  who,  as  I  once  did,  stand  on  the 
sidelines  of  this  June’s  Pride  march  not 
knowing  that  a  simple  beckoning  hand  or 
supportive  touch  is  about  to  be  offered.  As 
long  as  this  kind  of  support  and 
confrontational  “outness”  is  offered,  the 
numbers  for  future  marches  will  grow  larger, 
again  and  again. 


Other  pride  events 

At  least  two  major  events  connected  with 
Pride  ’91  will  not  be  organized  by  the  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Committee.  ACT- 
UP/Boston  is  organizing  a  torchlight  march 
to  Mass.  General  Hospital  on  Wednesday, 
June  5,  and  a  three-day  vigil  that  will 
conclude  on  June  8  by  joining  with  the  Pride 
march.  This  action  is  part  of  the  “Countdown 
18  Months”  campaign  declared  by  ACT 
UP/N.Y.  last  November.  The  aim  of  the 
campaign  is  to  pressure  researchers  into 
finding  better  treatments  and  preventions  for 
the  five  major  opportunistic  infections  that 
kill  people  with  AIDS.  The  action  is  also 
designed  to  pressure  the  AIDS  Clinical  Trial 
Group  into  testing  30  new  drugs  per  year, 
with  15  to  fight  opportunistic  infections  and 
15  to  attack  HIV  or  bolster  the  immune 
system.  The  action  will  also  include 
information  tables  and  a  taste  test  that  shows 
how  the  difference  between  AZT  and  a 
placebo  can  be  detected.  According  to  ACT 
UP,  this  will  allow  subjects  in  clinical  trials 
to  make  informed  choices  as  to  whether  they 
should  continue  their  involvement. 
According  to  Ray  Schmidt  of  the  Treatment 
Working  Group  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  this 
action  was  chosen  specifically  to  dovetail 
with  the  Pride  march. 

Another  major  event  will  be  BiFest  ’91, 
which  is  being  sponsored  by  the  East  Coast 
Bisexual  Network  (E.C.B.N.)  and  organized 
by  members  of  the  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network  (B.B.W.N.)  and  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Men’s  Network.  The  event  will 
attract  bisexual  men  and  women  from  all 
over  the  country.  According  to  Laura  Sachs 
of  the  E.C.B.N.  advisory  board,  “we  wanted 
to  have  a  social  event  for  bis  to  have  a  focal 
Continued  on  page  10 


